Homework for Kindy kids

Public schools in NSW
don't expect children in
Kindergarten to com-
plete formal homework.

They encourage fami-
lies to read with their
children and be
involved in family activi-
ties that assist the devel-
opment of their skills in
reading, mathematics
and problem solving to
make the most of what
they are learning.

Learning through play
Thea Eyles, an early
childhood expert with
the NSW Department of
Education and
Communities, says
young children in the
early years of school
need the time to play.

“I think the most pow-
erful message around
the homework issue for
parents of children who
are in Kindergarten and
Year 1 is that playing is

learning, Thea says.

“Early childhood edu-
cators know the impor-
tance of learning
through play — it is this
philosophy that forms
the basis of early child-
hood education, and all
of the international
research supports this
approach.”

Formal homework

More formal home-
work usually starts in
Years 1 and 2 where
children may be asked
to complete some
maths, simple writing
tasks, or an activity
sheet. The purpose of
this homework is to
reinforce what has been
learnt in class.

Homework helps:

* to bridge the gap
between learning at
school and learning at
home.

* parents to see what
their child can do and
to be involved in their
learning.

* improve children’s
concentration and
focus.

* children to retain
and understand what
they've been taught in
class.

* prepare children for
what they will be taught
the next day.

* provide children
with the challenges and
stimulus they need to
engage in their class-
work.

Perfect balance

NSW Department of
Education and
Communities curricu-
lum expert Ken Olah
says the homework poli-
cy, which schools use as
a guide, is based on
common sense.

“The amount of

homework depends on
the age of the student,
the school context, the
subject, the purpose for
which the homework is
set,and so on,” he says.

“Homework should
help build good learn-
ing habits; it shouldn’t
exhaust or turn kids off”

Schools develop their
own homework policy
with input from staff
and parents. Ask your
school for a copy.

If you find homework
is becoming too much
or is too difficult for
your child, or there is
something specific
going on for your family
that makes getting
homework done a real
challenge, have a chat
with your child’s
teacher.

Source:
www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au

6 Weeks - 6 Years

Small Numbers

River Heights Childcare

Family Owned Business
in operation for 10 years

Guarantee individual attention and focus upon
catering to each individuals home routine.
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community involvement.

Goulburn High School

Justice and Tenacity

Goulburn High School has been a proud member of our local
community for 100 years and provides a supportive and
challenging environment for our students. Our school values
underpin our welfare and positive reinforcement strategies and we
place a strong emphasis on student leadership and

We offer students a variety of rich and diverse experiences in
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58 Fitzroy Street
Goulbun NSW 2580
Fax: 4821 2832

"Ousstancing Cenve” 2010 Cridears Week 2010 Phone: 4822 1049

addition to our academic and sporting achievements. These include
cattle showing, Duke of Edinburgh scheme, cultural exchanges and
leadership opportunities with our partner primary schools. This is
rounded off with a strong emphasis on literacy and numeracy, and
significant links with universities vocational education, enabling
our students to be very well prepared for their futures.

Vero Joseph | Relieving Principal

Goulburn High School | Goldsmith St, Goulburn
Ph 48214022 | www.goulburn-h.school.nsw.edu.au
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