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ADVANCES in elec-
tronic identification
(EID) systems are mak-
ing precision manage-
ment of sheep even
more simple and afford-
able.

Nathan Scott, con-
sultant with Mike
Stevens & Associates
based in Victoria, said
producers don’t have to
spend a fortune to
achieve the benefits of
EID for their sheep
operation.

“New hardware
options have become
available in recent
months from a number
of companies which
mean complex EID
tasks can be undertak-
en with a bare mini-
mum of equipment.
Almost anything can be
achieved with a hand-
held reader and a man-
ual weighing crate,” Mr
Scott said.

“The key to design-

ing your system is
knowing what informa-
tion you want from EID
and only spending the
money you need to
achieve these out-
comes.

“We now have a
number of handheld
readers that are capa-
ble of having data
uploaded to them
before you head into
the yards.

“This makes it possi-
ble to identify individual
animals for drafting
based on data using
only the stick reader.”

Independent advice
on equipment and a
well-planned
approached to an EID
system is now available
to producers, through
the course ‘Using EID
for Sheep Management
and Breeding’ being
rolled out in NSW and
Victoria in the coming
months.

The course, devel-
oped by the
Cooperative Research
Centre for Sheep
Industry Innovation
(Sheep CRC), is avail-
able through a number
of licensed training
providers. It is gaining
momentum in NSW,
with 31 producers par-
ticipating in four groups
so far this year.

Another group of 11
is part way through the
course and there are
three more groups
waiting to start.

Wellington stud
breeder Norm Smith,
Glenwood Merinos,
recently completed the
course through NSW
TAFE as a part of his
involvement with the
SRS Group.

“There is a raft of
EID products on the
market and the course
will help you under-
stand what equipment

you need to achieve
your objectives, as well
as the right manage-
ment software and tips
on analysing and using
the data on farm,” he
said.

“The course helps to
ensure that you cap-
ture the benefits from
the capital outlay.”

‘Using EID for Sheep
Management and
Breeding’ is an inten-
sive course, delivered
through three face-to-
face group sessions on
farm, followed by a
one-on-one session
with the course facilita-
tor to ensure that the
outcomes are cus-
tomised to your individ-
ual requirements.

Contact TAFE
Western for more infor-
mation: Ben Watts
0428 668 706 or BEN-
JAMIN.WATTS14@det.
nsw.edu.au. 

EID technology for sheep more affordable 
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