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Q All new Magpies: After a strong pre-season the Magpies are set to swoop in on the competition, playing for the season premierhsip and the memory of a fallen mate.

AFTER a long pre-season, the offi-
cial start to the 2014 Group 19 rugby
league season is here and the Glen
Innes Magpies are preparing for an
all-out assault on the competition.

Group 19 new comers the Moree
Boars travel to Mead Park on
Saturday to take on the Magpies and
kick off the new season.

Saturday’s matches will have extra
special meaning for all Magpies
players, coaches and supporters.

The day will be dedicated to long-
time club stalwart and past president
Gordon Creighton, who was tragi-
cally killed aong with his son
Michael in aplane crash in Laos late
last year.

Gordon or “Gordy” as he was
affectionately known, was a rock for
the Magpiesin times of hardship and
he holds a specia place in the heart

of all associated with the Magpies
for the past three decades.

The club has purchased a new
scoreboard, worth over $12.000,
which will be unveiled before the
kick-off of first grade on Sarurday.

The scoreboard will be named the
Gordon Creighton Scoreboard, in
honour of a man who contributed so
much to the club.

After missing the grand final for
the first time in three seasons in
2013, the Magpies first grade side
will be hungry to hit back with
authority in 2014.

Dale Keegan has stepped down
from the helm after four seasons,
which yielded three grand final
appearances and two premierships,
and Sam Key will take over as play-
er-coach.

A Magpies junior, Key has a

wealth of experience under his belt.

He moved to Manly to play for the
Sea Eagles following high school
and played there for a number of
years in the lower grades, before
relocaring to France to play Six sea-
sons for the Limoux Grizzlies in the
top tier French Rugby League com-
petition.

Retaining the crux of the side that
has seen such successin the past four
years, the Magpies' A Graders have
finished the squad with a handful of
new players boasting fresh talent to
open the season.

Former Magpie junior Nick
Ehsman has returned to suit up for
the Magpies after four seasons in
Sydney playing for the Sydney
Roosters, Newtown Jets and
Wentworthville Magpies.

Mone Loketi also returns after one
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SUPER SATURDAY
Magpies at Mead Park

April 5
Glen Innes Magpies vs Moree Boars

Gates open 9am

1st Game 10:45am kick-off
After the main game join us at the
| Glen Innes & District Services Club

season away.

Loketi was part of the 2012
Magpie side who took out the pre-
miership.

Key said those two signings were
huge for the club.

“Ehsy is a big signing for us,” He
said.

“Heisgoing to contribute so much
with his class, impact in defence and
silky feet.

“Big Mone coming back is great
too.

“He's a big presence on the field
and people hate tackling him.”

The two new faces to the sgquad
will be joined in the forward pack by
Jeff Moate, Jamie “Ducky” Watts,
Mark lerome and Sam Schiffmann.

“The retention of Ducky is mas-
sive for us,” Key said.

“He's been the best of the best

players and finishers in the comp for
anumber of years.

“The return of Kiwi (lerome) will
also be daunting for teams.

“It's going to be a monster pack.”

Key has aso handed the captaincy
to halfback Nick Say, giving a little
more responsibility to one of the
most capped Magpies in the side.

“He's a leader and people follow
him,” Key said of Say.

“Not to mention a quality half
back.”

The Magpie coach is also urging
the community to get behind the
club on Saturday and get over to
Mead Park to form a massive crowd.

“We need to get people over there
to pay one final tribute to Gordy.”

The league-tag ladies kick off pro-
ceedings at 10.45am.

Ben Lonergan

Wednesday
MAY 28th

T 6732 1355
Cnr Grey &
Lang Sts

STATE OF ORIGIN 1
Lire on the BIG sereens

NSW Supporters pack & Lucky Door Prizes
to be given away
Bar Meals available ~ Courtesy Bus from 5.30pm

Support your Magpies!
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Staff memloer taken

YOUR PHOTO?

Photos can be viewed online at:
www.gleninnesexaminer.com.au
' or drop into the office at
£ 4 124 Bourke Street to view
. or order photos.

Glen Innes -

Examiner

Graydon’s Amcal Chemist
“For all your pharmacy needs”
Proud Sponsors of the Magpies

AW1360568

Monday to Friday - 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday - 9am to 12.30pm

Duty Sundays 10am-12noon

Amcal

Graydon’s Amcal Pharmacy
230 Grey Street Glen Innes
Ph: 6732 3066

Proud Sponsors of the .

Experienced Florist / Gifts
176 Grey Street | Ph 6732 2995
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FUEL AND FIX

NEW CAR SERVICING & REGO CHECKS
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Ao Blectrics 8 Alr conditioning
* Alternators * Batteries * Starterss

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING

SPECIALIS

Ph: 6732 2639
154 Wentworth Street

NOTLEY’S
WOOLSTORE
& FIBRE TESTING
6732 1609

Proud sponsor of the
2014 Glen Innes Magpies
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ol gifted and talented rugby league (GATRL) player Brock Simpkins has moved into the

2014
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Magpies ranks this year, along with a number of fellow players for an all new line-up.

Junior talent moves

COMING up against an al new
Moree sidein the first round, the
Magpies Under 18s coach Mark
Gallagher said the Boars pose a
unique tactical challenge after
their long absence from Group
19.

Coming out of Group 4 to
contest the Group 19 title,
Gallagher said securing the win
is a matter of his team buckling
down and charging through.

“If you keep banging at a
door, eventually you'll break

t0 new season

through,” He said.

Coming out of a close defeat
in the 2013 grand final,
Gallagher said the sideis hungry
for awin to kick off another suc-
cessful season.

Bringing a number of fresh
players up from the minor
league grades, the under 18s
coach said he is confident with
the level of talent in local foot-
ball, pinning the team’s success
to their commitment to training.

“The under 16s coming up

CRYSTAL ROOM
RESTAURANT

OPEN 7 DAYS
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Lunches 11.30am - 2pm
Dinner 5.30pm - 9pm
Bar meals all day 10am - 9pm

PHONE (02) 6732 4292

Glen Innes and

District Services Club
Cnr Grey & Lang Streets
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through the ranks, alot of them
never lost a game last year”
Gallagher said.

Adding three players from
Guyra, the al new line-up will
take the field alongside experi-
enced and promising young
players, with rising talent Chris
Pedlow committing a regular
engagement to the side after
playing a number of games in
the previous season.

Young local player Jayden
Ehsman will complete the under

McCARTHY

HAULAGE

Specialise haulage of

e Fertiliser ® Grain ¢ Gravel
e Sand ¢ All bulk haulage requirements

18s line-up along with Dragons
scholarship front rower Brayden
Gallagher and lock Mitch Cook,
both picked as promising young
players.

Asthe team’s first home game
draws near, Gallagher said he is
confident with the talent running
in the 2014 line-up, caling for
community support in the lead
up to game day on Saturday,
April 5.

Magpies
play
Moree
Boars
this
weekend
at Mead
Park

Call Luke Arandale on 0428 290 381

www.gleninnesexaminer.com.au
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I Reserves line: Nick Ehsman, Jack price and Ben Lonergan hit the training field ahead of this
Saturday’s first round match again the Moree Boars.

VETERAN coach Barry
Grob has seen dl facets
of local football and as
one of the few former
players to have faced off
against the Moree Boars
before over a decade’s
absence from Group 19,
said the Magpies first
home game will prove a
tough challenge.

Coming into the sea
son as underdogs follow-
ing close losses in last
year's season, locking
the Reserves out of the
finals, Grob said that the
success of the team
depends on tightening
the line-up and pushing
for afast tactical game.

“Flat football is shock-
ing to watch,” He said,

caling for loca players
to sign up for a tight
hard-hitting team.

As this year's season
shapes up to follow a
number of previous sea-
sons, Grob said the
Reserve side will be
promising hard competi-
tion in the new season,
while caling for players
to fill open positions on
the field.

Calling for support,
Grob said the first home
game is proving promis-
ing, with local league
players encouraged to
come along and support
their team.

“Having the first game
at home will help along
way,” He said.

Joining fellow coaches
Sam Key and Mark
Gallagher, Grob said that
the Magpies home
ground is boasting all
new facilities with the
opening of the Magpies

gym and  Gordon
Creighton Memorial
scoreboard.

“With the new score-
board opening, we'll
hopefully attract a good
number of people,” Grob
said.

With aspirations to
field a fast, hard-hitting
reserve side on April 5,
Grob will be bringing
over 40 years of experi-
ence to the side, with
high hopes for local
talent on game-day.
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a Girl power: Under new coach Megan Fuller, the 2014 Magpies league tag squad have developed a
new game startegy, focusing on existing strengths for a fast tactical game, with game-controlling
ball players in all positions.

IN her first year as coach,
Megan Fuller said she is
keen to bring a more per-
manent structure to the
ladies league tag.

In the new season, the

league tag coach said that
a set structure will play
to the advantage of the
ladies almost entirely
new line-up.

“We have alot of new

girls this season,” Fuller
said.

“We'll be bringing in
more structure. Each
player will know their
position on the field.”

With talented local
players returning and
coming up through the
ranks, the league tag
squad has secured a
strong line-up of ball

players for the new sea-
son, with players control-
ling the game across the
field.

After playing for five
years with Glen Innes,
Fuller said the local side
has developed a strong
reputation in Group 19,
boasting a tactical line-
up reliant on speed and
strategic offensive raids
to dominate the field.

In the new season, the
ladies’ coach said the
side would benefit from
the fresh ranks of experi-
enced and talented play-
ers, capable of control-
ling the game from all
positions and broadening
the possibility of varying
offensive strategies.

Following inclement
weather, Fuller said the
side has had a slow start
to the season, but said
that the league tag
Magpies will be making
a strong entrance on
April 5 and encouraged
local league fans to come
along and support their
team from 10.45am on
Saturday.

Eloyds¥liransport

e Container Transport
e Freight to and from
Brisbane, Newcastle

and Sydney

Good Luck to the Mighty Magpies

T 6732 2148

67 East Avenue

ranging from 4-200 tonnes

LEON

COOK

(02) 6722 1000

Agents: CRT Say & Co Rural
(02) 6732 2287
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We’ve got all the answers!
¢ Car Audio  « Oil and Lube

W

e g

++ Filters < Car Care
% Tools < Accessories
Ph: (02) 6732 3207

161 Grey Street, Glen Innes

e: sales@gleninnes. autopro.com.au

KENT

ENGINEER

@

”/Hu

87 Grovers Lane, Glen Innes
Phone (02) 6732 2420

AW1356398

EL ano PAINT
MOTOR VEHICLE
Lic No 40759

Glen Innes FAN

OFFICE PH: 6732 1444 ‘
FAX: 6732 1448

e Spray Painting
* Heated Seray Booth

e Private Work e Work Fully Guaranteed
» Windscreens o NEW LOWBAKE OVEN

Lot 17 Grafton Street,
Glen Innes

o Panel Beating
¢ [nsurance Work

[ Local talent: Sam Schiffmann, Nick Say, player/coach Sam Key and Nick Ehsman join big names in local football to round out the
2014 A Grade line-up.

Veteran player turns
coach in all new line-up

IN his second appoint-

AW1357077

DELUXE LAUNDRY
SERVICES

Offers quality in linen hire and

commercial laundry services for
restaurants, motels and hotels.

Thee team behind the Magpics in 2014
Phone Brenda 6732 5566

Glen Innes but numbers have been a

year of the Magpie with  tough challenge as the test the season, Key said

ESME ment as player/coach new upgrades to the Magpiesattemptagame- challenge going into this  the level of talent on the
since 2009, A Gradefive- Mead Park complex, the day strategy against avir-  year's season. field will be hard to beat
> eight Sam Key said that opening of theclub’snew  tualy unknown line-up. As the first round as Ehsman is joined by

he is aiming to bring a
wider club engagement
asthe Magpies set to face
the Moree Boars on April
5.

With aspirations to
establish a tighter club
unity between all grades
and players, Key said
2014 is shaping up as the

For sales and service of all
your outdoor power products

Agent for Cox, Greenfield, Hustler,
Masport & Victa mowers.

17 OIiver St, Glen Innes

= Go Magpies = 6732 6758

NE3238480

gym and the dedicated
Gordon Creighton
Memoria Scoreboard.
“We're looking for
more of a sense of team
and club unity,” Key said.
Facing off against an
al new side, Key said the
Boars long absence
from Group 19 will be a

“It will be the same as
any other game,” Key
said, pushing his side to
come out strong for a
consistent and tactical
game.

With a strong starting
13 and big forwards
pack, Key said heis con-
fident with his line-up

draws near, the Magpies
coach said that the clubis
in astrong position going
into the 2014 season, but
is encouraging local
playersto sign up.

As former local Nick
Ehsman returns from

premier league engage-
ments in Sydney to con-

Don’t get hurt!
Get into Timbs
Full range of: 60

THE
MAGR/ESy

Shore

TAKEN NOW!!

Easter Party Trays 4

*___(.

T
, .\ xh_'_//;

Trading hours
‘ Tuesday — Saturday 10am — 8pm

296 Grey Street
6732 5515

e Mouth guards
e Tapes

e Sport Gels

* Hot & Cold packs

e Thermoskin
& Futuro Supports

NE3238501

Timbs Pharmacy
240 Grey $t, Glen Innes j ) -~ ¥
Ph. 6732 3016 P .

—Thursday, April 3, 2014
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TIMBER AND HARDWARE

The proper hardware store

Go where the tradies go

TRADE
BUILDING

NE3238484

SUPPLIES

Proud Sponsors of the Glen Innes Magpies

Ph: 6732 2155 ~ Fax: 6732 3680
207 Ferguson St, Glen Innes

www.gleninnesexaminer.com.au

local player Jamie
“Ducky” Watts and big
forwards Mone Loketi
and Mark lerome.

In an al new season
Key said that a commit-
ment to team and club
will be key to the
Magpies success in 2014.

Magpies
play
Moree
Boars
this
weekend
at Mead
Park
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