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Consider a
granny flat

QUEANBEYAN and district
home owners have a marvellous
opportunity to earn some very
good extra income by building a
granny flat on their property,
according to Ron Gane,
spokesman for Gane’s Home
Improvements.

Mr Gane offers free interviews
to prospective clients to explain
the ins and outs of the idea to
any interested party on request. 

The most common question
people ask is “is it expensive?”
However Mr Gane says an

amount between $80,000 and
$150,000 would usually suffice,
depending on the site and the
amenities provided in the unit.

Finance may be arranged.
There are other more complex
options possible wherein the
property owners take shares in a
development company. 

This might suit someone who
wants to relocate after
maximising their property
value. To arrange an interview
with Ron Gane, call 0414 798
470.

Building a granny flat on your property can provide extra space or extra
income.

The male Superb Fairy-wren is a brightly coloured
native you can encourage into your garden.

IT SEEMS unfair when one member of the
family gets all the good looks, especially when it’s
the father. But that’s how it is in families of the
Superb Fairy-wren.

The dazzling blue plumage on a breeding
male’s head and neck and tail will catch your eye
if you’re lucky enough to have one in your area.
These beautiful birds are not at all shy of humans
and have been known to skip merrily among
people sitting on a terrace or veranda.

Somewhere nearby will be a group of small
brown birds. These are the mother, and ‘stay at
home’ sons and daughters of previous broods.

These fascinating little families of birds may
well be your neighbours. Keep an eye out for them
in your backyard or local park.

How you can help Superb Fairy-wrens
prosper in your area?

THE family group guards a small-scale empire.
Their territory will include a safe fortress of thick-
growing shrubs, together with open areas such as
lawns which are the rich food bowl for these birds.
With a few simple changes, your backyard or park
can become a better home for Superb Fairy-
wrens.

What Superb Fairy-wrens like and dislike
Superb Fairy-wrens love:
Protection from predators - thickets of shrubs,

with prickly branches or leaves can provide the
perfect place to retreat from danger.

Safe nesting sites - they like to build a nest about
1.2 metres above the ground. The nesting site
should be among tightly packed shrubs .

Open areas of lawn or leaf litter, where insects
live and breed, providing a ready food supply to
fairy-wrens.

But they don’t like:
Cats, dogs and foxes, which can frighten or even

attack them.
Garden pesticides, which kill insects, leaving the

fairy-wrens with not enough to eat.
Be a Superb Fairy-wren buddy
Try to:
Plant a corner of your garden with native

shrubs, especially those with prickly leaves and
branches.

Keep a your pets indoors or install a cat
enclosure or cat run so your cat can go outside
without harming any birds.

Plan your garden so that, over time, there is a
variety of shrubs and open mulched areas or lawn.

Avoid:
Using pesticides if Superb Fairy-wrens move

into your garden.
Don’t be surprised if:
One colourful male is accompanied by a harem

of brown birds. Those are actually juvenile males
and females, together with his breeding partner.

Make your garden Wren-friendly

Energy saving tips
for your home

THERE are many opportunities to save
energy in the home on a daily basis without
spending a lot of money or having to invest a lot
of time to do so. The energy saving tips
provided here will help point you in the right
direction.

The following tips were sourced from
Matthew Ruffin, Progressive Sustainability,
Monergy - an ACT Government energy
efficiency campaign - and the CSIRO Home
Energy Saving Handbook by Wright, Osman
and Ashworth, published by Macmillan
Australia.

Minimise energy used for cooling the home
-Close off rooms and sections of the house

that are not being cooled.
-To enable air conditioners to run more

efficiently, keep air filters clean and outside
units clear of obstructions.

-Every degree can reduce your costs by 10
per cent. If you need to cool your home set your
thermostat to between 24°C and 25°C.

-Leave fresh air and exhaust controls, where
available, on cooling units in the closed
position.

-Shade windows with awnings or curtains.
Blocking the sun before it strikes your glass
could save you up to $100 per year in cooling
costs.

-If using air conditioning, set fans to high
speeds for greatest efficiency.

-Insulated homes retain cool air and
minimise heat transference from the outside

air.
-Try opening your house up in the evening

to let in the cool night air and shut all windows
and doors during the day to keep out the
afternoon heat.

-Fans can be a cheap, low-energy way of
moving cool or warm air around the home. The
stream of air blowing over someone in a room
can reduce the temperature of the air around
them by 2°C to 3°C.

For more energy-saving tips, visit
www.actewagl.com.au.

Keep cool this summer while saving on your
energy bill.

House and GardenHouse and Garden
RM1986685

Phone Ron on 
0414 798 470 or

6161 0307
to discuss the idea

Build a Granny Flat
in your backyard

and earn a rental income
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Complete Home Contents Deceased Estate

AUCTION
SUNDAY 9th February 2014

Southwell St, WEETANGERA ACT
ON SITE

View 9am – 10.30am Prior To AUCTION
House closed 10.30am

■ Leather Chesterfi eld Couch,
■ Jackson Dining Suite,
■ Jackson Hutch,
■ Jackson Traymobile,
■ Occ Tables,
■ Danish Sideboard,
■ Bedside Cabinets,
■ Chest Drawers,
■ Dressing Table,

Garden & Handyman’s Gear Large Cellar of Wine & Spirits
Good selection of unusual collectables

More items Available
Call 0408 630 537  15% BUYERS PREMIUM

Photos and Catalogues available from:
www.candgauctions.com.au

■ Desk & Filing Cabinets,
■ W/Machine & Dryer,
■ Fridge/Freezer & Upright Freezer,
■ Retro Lamps & Original Artwork,
■ Books & Wedgwood,
■ Rosenthall, Royal Doulton & 

Flambe ware,
■  Crystal, Persian Rugs & Domed 

Trunks,

R
M

20
38

83
8

Licensed Auctioneers & Second Hand Dealers
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