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Young Australia’s
voting deficiency
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EDITORIAL

By JAYDE ROBERTSON

STATISTICS from the Australian
Electoral Commission revealed
25 per cent of young voters failed
to enrol in the last federal election.

Many young adults were left
wondering which politician was
going to benefit them. Both parties
portrayed themselves as “youth
friendly”, but one politician’s
enthusiasm definitely stood out.

Issues of concern to younger
voters include marriage equality,
employment, youth allowance,
university funding and the
National Broadband Network.

Tony Abbott gave his sentiments
about marriage equality as “the
fashion of the moment” to talkback
radio host John Laws. His com-
ments undoubtedly invoked the ire
of younger listeners.

Prior to the election, Kevin
Rudd announced that marriage
equality legislation will be sup-
ported within 100 days of parlia-
ment if he were re-elected. This is
a topic that many younger voters
feel strongly about, so why was
Labor’s defeat so decisive?
Clearly they are not enacting their
democratic right to vote.

Rising unemployment rates are
a dilemma, with Tony Abbott
saying the number of jobs being
cut is on the rise.

‘‘While millions of people lost
their jobs around the world, we
have, until today, added nearly a
million more than we had than
when we went to office,’’ Mr Rudd
said during the leaders’ debate on
August 11.

The National Broadband Net-
work is the biggest telecommunic-
ations reform in Australia’s his-
tory. The Coalition’s telecomm-
unications policy focuses on fibre
to the node-style broadband,
which only requires rolling out
fibre to neighbourhood cabinets
and using Telstra’s copper net-
work for the rest of the distance to
premises. In comparison, Labor’s
policy would see fibre installed
all the way to premises, in a roll-
out style which features greater
speeds and faster network latency
compared with the Coalition’s plan.
The younger generation compre-
hends this deficiency in communic-
ation speed, so why didn’t they
enrol to vote against the Coalition’s
archaic alternative?

If more young people voted in
their electorates and actively
engaged in politics, Kevin Rudd
would have had a sure fire shot of
being re-elected.

Young people must engage with
the political landscape and re-
energise themselves in order to
give them the best future they can.

Disinterest and neglect will not
only hurt young people, but the
shaping of this country for dec-
ades to come, leaving a legacy of
democratic deficit.

WELL-BEING: Healthy
futures for all students.

Future can be
empowering
By MITCHELL DYET and
SAMUEL BUYERS

IN 2013, Swansea High School parti-
cipated in a Mind Matters initiative
to empower students through edu-
cational programs.

The program, Healthy School
Healthy Futures fundamentally em-
beds mental health and well-being
into the school curriculum. It pro-
motes equality in a school-based
environment and targets all students
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity
or social demographic.

This program started with seven
core students who conducted digital
and tutorial-based activities on men-
tal health and well-being.

Swansea High School is now the

recipient of a government-funded
grant to help develop this program
and start an annual cinema as a vital
way to educate students on well-
being and positive behaviour.

In May 2013, the Student Repre-
sentative Council voted on various
ideas that the school could imple-
ment into the curriculum to enhance
school-based life for everyone.

Some of these ideas were guest
speakers, performances on topical
issues, anti-bullying workshops, resi-
lience workshops and various activ-
ities for students aimed at building
confidence and self-esteem.

“The Mind Matters program . . . is
helping to build a socially literate
school environment,” student leader
Zac Graham said.

Alcohol not
only way
to have fun
By ISABELLA GAY and
ELLA HEMING

TEENAGE birthday parties are
special occasions, but the glori-
fication of these events can lead
to tragedy.

In Sydney’s Northern Beaches,
17-year-old Liam Knight faced
life-changing consequences in
the early hours of January 11,
2013. He was at a party in Manly
when a drunk teen allegedly
threw a metal rod, piercing the
17-year-old’s skull.

“The people I invited then
invited their friends and the
chain effect took hold,’’ said the
host of the gate-crashed party.

Social networking can be
used to create events, however,
parents and teens need to be
aware if the privacy settings are
not activated there is a greater
chance for unknown people to
access the information.

An Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics 2011 National Drug sur-
vey showed around three of
every four students aged 12 to 17
had tried alcohol at some time
in their lives.

“We continually teach young
students about the risks of
under-age drinking and the
risks it can have socially, men-
tally and physically,” said a
PDHPE teacher at Swansea
High.

Not all teenagers are inter-
ested in alcohol-soaked booze
fests, with an increasing num-
ber turning to safer ways to
have fun.

Night of opera gives voice when words fail
MUSIC SPEAKS:

The students
created a
20-minute
performance.
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By SHAY PERRY

ON May 31 at the Newcastle Conser-
vatorium of Music, students from
four Hunter high schools (Swansea
High, Lambton High, Warners Bay
High, Toronto High) participated in
the creative opera program Wot
Opera.

Each school selected up to 20
students to work together in compos-
ing an opera comprising dramatic
and musical expression.

Students were given 24 hours
across four weeks to complete the
writing, composition and painting of
sets for the show date.

Each school presented their
20-minute opera at the Newcastle

Conservatorium of Music in front of
an audience of more than 300.

Swansea High School students
worked with three representatives
from Wot Opera: Stephanie Acra-
man, Nate Gilkes and Katie McKee
to make their ideas show-ready.

‘‘The students were a joy to work
with, imaginative and thoughtful
and eager to share their ideas with
us,’’ said Nate Gilkes.

Swansea’s performance was based
on young people coping with con-
formity and mental illness.
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