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Lzke Macquarie LAC
Charlestoyn Police Station
Ph. 02 49429921

Fax, 02 49420952

To: - Detective Chief Inspector Brad Tayler

“Frota: Detective Inspector David Waddell

Coinplaint of concealing serious offence by Joanne McCarthy, Newcastle

"Subject:
< Herald, in refation to offences committed by Father Denis McAlinden s Catholic
Pricst and reported to members of the Maitland Newwsﬂe Diocese of ihe
Catholic Chuech.
Date: . 3%May2010,

The Newcas_ﬁé Herald, on ' Wednesday 28 Aprt] 2010 =nd Thirsday 28 April 2010, camied font
page articles in relation to allegations of concesling serions indiciable offences by the Maitland
Newceastle Diocese of the Catholic Chureh in relation to sexual offcnces committed by Father

'D&ms McAdinden (now deceased).

Theallepations relete to claims that  Al—  disclosedto REOACTED i

; in 1995, that she had been indecently assaulted by Father Denis MeAlinden. Tt
15 firther alicged that the Catholic Church’s hierarchy in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese failed
to report these matters to Police, commencing their own proceedings to have him removed from

the Church.

Joanne McCarthy, J ournalist from the Neweastle Herald, handed the documents that she had in
her possession in respect to this matter to Detective Senjor Constable Shaun McLEOD on 23™

" April 2010 - duc to his involvement in stiikeforce Georgiana. Joanne McCarthy has also
- forwarded Mchod a number of emails in relation to her inquiries relatmg to this matter. Copies

of &l] these documents are attached herewith.
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Re pALTED It is alléged that as a result of this
complaint, Bishop Leo Clerke (now deceased) and later Bishop Malone commenced
procecdings 10 have Father McAlinden removed from the Catholic Church. From documents.
provided it would appear that Father McAlinden ceased active ministry in 1993, the matter was
reporied to the Catholie Church’s Professional Standards in 1999 and finally to the Police in
2003. ' _

The current Bishop of the Newcastle Meitland diocese of the Catholic Church, Bishop Michael -
ictims of the Catholic Church, including those of Father

Malone has publiciy acknowledged vi
McAlinden, He has further made public comment that he could have handled matters of a

sexual assanlt better, Bishop Malonie has cooperated fully with the investigations of strikeforce
Georgiana, es did Zimumerman Hose, a child protection unit of the Maitland Newcastle diocese
of the Catholic Church, established by Bishop Michael Malone. Since these reports the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has developed “Towards Healing” 2 comprehensive-
policy and procedure for. dealing with abuse allegations. " . .

. These documents relate to the offence of conceal serious indictable offence under section 316
of the Crimes Act, relating to members of the Maitland Newcastle diocese of the Catholic
Church located in.Newcastle, This mattér does not come within the terms of refercace for
stxikeforce Georglana and the matter is roferred for any further investigation.

7 have advised the pesson reporting, Joanne McCarthy; of the Newcastle Herald, that these
documents have been forwanded fo the Newcastie City LAC.

David WADDELL .
Detective Inspector
Crime Manager
Lake Macquartie

19 April 2010.

S 'ntm/ui}w:_aig RAE, Commander, Lake Macquaric; .
L fGC CENGIEASOATTN. / cmnemf '
SUPERINTENDENT
757, -

Superintendent Max Mitchell, Commander, Newcastle City LAC.

Detective Chief Inspector TAYLER, C::Emc Manager, Newcastle City LAC.
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