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ISSUE: Newcasﬂe Ci!y LAC
Aﬂegaﬁcms of child sexual abuse and cover-up within the Maitiand Newcastle Diocese of the Catholic

EACK_C;RQLQQ:
In 1999 eetave Mark WATTERS and I mvestigated priest Denis McALINDEN following allegations
% ' khRghe had sexually assauited her as a child, The Catholic Diocese disclosed that

EN was believed to be in Ireland and we were given an assurance o be notified upon his
retumn. Incredibly the church was not in contact with MCALINDEN. We took the assurances on face
value and swore g warrant for MeALTNDEN's arrest.

In 2002 I commenced unrelated investigations of priests James FLETCHER and Desmond HARRIGAN.
In 2003 I interviewed priest Vinocent RYAN in Junee Gaol regarding suspected finks to FLETCHER,

HARRIGAN&MG&MW!GBBMOIMM&!W%’H&MMMM

Smaﬁummm&nghmsﬁgaﬁm!leamﬁﬁuBﬁaopLﬁchadmmNEmd Vicar General James
SAUNDERS head alerted FLETCHER to the police investigation and disclosed the identity of the alleged
victim, This negatively impacted on the investigation and was reported to the ODPP for consideration of
charges for hindering a police investigetion; however it was elected not to proceed.

Bishop MALONE then refirsed a request by me to remove FLETCEER from his parish or restrain him -
from visiting schools. In defiance of my request MALONE extended FLETCHER s parish to mclude
both the Cathohc High Schnal end Catholic Pmnmy School in Lochmvar

1later obtained statements from MALONE, SAUNDERS, HARRIGAN and priest William BURSTON.
R All had met with FLETCHER foliowing the allegations, All those statements were remarkesble for their
y author’s poor recollection of critical conversations and smacked strongly of collusion and conceriment.

Tt was intended to execute a search warrant for pornographic images on FLETCHERs presbyfery;

o =% however I learnt FLETCHER removed & quantity of homosexual pornographic videos and magazines
before this could happen. I suspected this material contained some images of young boys as mentioned by

victim, Undoubtedly this happened directly as a result of MALONE and SAUNDERS® forewsrning.

I was told by a source that FLETCHER passed the mentioned pomogrephy to priest Des HARRIGAN.
MGMWMﬁ&MﬂmmImﬁm&h&nm@eWﬂmﬂ Terrace. He

admitted being given homosexusl pornographic magazines and videos by FLETCHER, but denied it
contained illegal images of children. He claimed he owned the items and had inadvertently left them in

FLETCHER's presbytery. Healsosmdhehuddasn'oyad all these items but could give no plausible
explanation why he decided todo 50.
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As the investigntion progressed 2 priest and st approack me separately to provide statements and

information, That non was later osfracised by her Order of St Joseph at Loohinvar for assisting polioe and
forced 10 leave. She bas nof refurned to the church, The priest disclosed to me details of inner workings
of the diocess and what he referred to 28 ‘the old boys olub® of Hunter priests and his suspicions. e was
pivotal in having anothier victim come forwerd with oritical evidencs that was Tater instrumental in
FLETCHERs vitimate conviction.

The assistance rendered by this “good priest' led to & series of clashes betereen him and senlor clergy

inctnding Bishop MALONR. This priest suffered considerable stress from his treptment and was moved
pricsthood and setum to annther profession. Thave remained

1o Sydney. He has sinee elected to leave the
i contact with both these individuals who are highly critical of the silence within the church concerning

chifd sexual abuse.
1 waz sware that Bishop Leo CLARK and Priest Patrick COTTER had been interviewod by police somse
years prior concerning slleged conpealment of Vincent RYANs activities. Snfficient evidonce existed
agn_instCDTmRbutitwasdeddedmuopmmdpmﬁy on the basis of his age and health. T
understand that the evitlencs was not in question,
Detective Ann JOV pnd I elso spoke fo Leo CLARK during my investigation. We predominstely
Jiscossed FLETCHER. ani RYAN and his possible kuowledge of their activities. I thea asked about

(I Ietor Jearned he hed alrezdy returned to AustraBia

McALINDEN who I still beHloved to be oversees.
and was residing in. a Catholic facility neer Porth.) X asked CLARK, “An alleged viotim of Denis
i mware of &t least two ofher alleged sexnial

egsanit viotims of this priest, Do you have any knowledge of that?” Ho said, “Io. You wonld have to agk
Michael MALONE sbout thet "

Bec!ac!:ec! at Commissioner’s direction

the mumber of priests in the region allged to fitve been involved in sexuslly

1 was becoming disturbed by
and giving ons another support, This was

-ghusing olildren, They were all in adjoining pavishes
igetions and potentidlly concealing their knowledge of

compounded by setior clergy interfering in investigations 1
crimes and admonishing those prepared to speak ont. All of fhis caused me considerable concem.
‘Tutellipenos Roports for disseminafion to State

I recorded most of this information in 2 anmber of COPS :
Crime Command. I alzo forwarded two Feporis expressing conserh that a pacdophile ring possibly exdsted
vicver been contected in respect to

in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese sad should be investipated. Thave
my reports, Since that tiue Melfland Newcastls Priests” NeS Tomi BRENNAN, NE€L
and, NP “have aiso bsen charged with child sox offerces. Y understand that others

may also be under investigation.

I 20034 I also forwarded n series ofreports and complaints o Anh BARWICK of the NeW
Ombudsman’s Ofce which conducted an itrventigation, I havo been told their report was crition! of the
church but the findings oannot be made public, Nevertheless this process finally saw FLETCHER stood

down by the church avd prevented from neeessing schools.
Fepadlod
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reh that Denis McALYNDEN was criticelly itl in 2 Catholic

Tn lute 2005 I was advised by the Catholic Clu
sibla exiradition but learnt he was

Retirement Home in Subiaco, Perth. I mide ingulrics regandiag Hs pos
niot able to travel and he died two weeks Jater. Despite the church kmowing McALINDEN's whereabouts
forsome time I was not informed until bis denth was imminent.

COMMENT:
tle Herild contected me, She indicated & woman;

Bartier this year Joanne MeCARTHY of the Newcas
tions of belng sexuelly assaulted in the 1060’ by Catholic

“had confided in her Elljw,n
Priest Denis MCALINDEN, & * allegedly had knowledge of & number of other wormen wha
had also besn sexually assaulted inclisding McALINDEN')

Although ¥ had never met with A’S *I had come actoss hey neme in 2003-4 whea
investigating FLETCHER. [ was fold kﬁ ** was reluctant to spask to police as her knowledge
implicated & mmber of high ranking clergy in Sovesing np” known peedophile priests. She staied Twas
the only polics officer she would speak with 25 she had apparently spoken to vietime nfpeedophile priests
and their families with whom Lheve dealt with, T agresd to meet with. )

LI . - - @

- | Re DACIZED

Re PACTED

Leon CTED.

She provided me with & nusber of documents and a

B Y jsone of M
statement ontlining MGALINDEN ssxuzlly sbuaing her snd her sistes A
have slso been sexually abused by McALINDEN aud have never ggtom thetrapma. 3
V L]

_ fl‘\é still feels guilty at not being sble to Pro—f‘{’c?' A F
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REpDACTED . ..

Redacted at Commissioner’s direction

Documents in possession oﬁ A and fhestatement of, . AcTy ~  confirm without a
doubt that retived Bishop Leo CLARKSaEWSFk mmber of MoALINDER-s%icams, He knew of the
seriong nature of the sbuse, He also knew thet victims had complained of their suffering to various clergy
under his direct supervision. When Detective JOY and I ssked,

4n alleged victim of Denis MeALINDEN has fold us that she believes the clurch is aware of at
Ieast two other alleged sexiser! aseondi victims of this priest. Do you have any knowledge of that 7
Ho szid, “No. You would have to ask Michael MALONE about that.” )

Clearly he told us a blatant lie and concealed the names of victims known to the ohurch. By doing 56 he
concerled crimes that MeALTNDEN commitied and his admissions of abuse. Worse still iz the fact that
CLARK knew McALINDEN was still at large and had retamned to Australie with the potential o

.continue commitiing his orimes, o

During my service I have had to speak to hundreds of victims of sexuat aseault, All of them ars

disturbing, Sexuel assaults of children are the most abhorrent and shuse of children by the clergy is

amongst the worst, To conceal such 4 crime is akin to condoning that behaviour. ¥ do not believe such
conduct can ever, or should ever be forgiven by the law. )
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1 havefse?n.the.painoftheﬁoﬁms of child sexual abuse within the Church, I have visited victims in
psychiatric institutions and seen the damage it has caused their families. I spoke to & member of the
Newcaf:t-!a ODFP who broke down crying and was unable to continue reading a victim’s Statement,
apologising to me when she requested to be removed from the cass.

I ook another statement from & mother who was unaware of years of sexual abuse her son was suffering
at the}.xands tgfhm'ﬁtmﬂypﬁast. As a teenager he came home in a drunken stupor. When he sttempted to
hang himself in the family bam his mother soreamed hysterically trying to take the weight of his bending
legsuntila.naﬂfersonmivedtowtlﬁmdown. In desperation the family called their priest for the boy to
stayovgnnghtmhis presbytery with the aim of counselling him when sobered, This priest took advantage
of the situation and buggerised the boy again that night. This same priest, James FLETCHER is one of
those whom fellow clergy went to such extraordinary lengths to protect.

Reprisals are another distasteful aspect of sexual abuse within the church. Some have reported to me
having had their cars damsged and epgs thrown at their homes following guilty vesdicts after a family
member disclosed abuse. Most victims® families are devout Catholics who are surrounded by fiends until
someone comes forward with allegations of abuse. The farnily is ostracised within their community and
particularly at church. They are no longer spoken to and made to fee! unwelcome, They have backs
blatantly turned on them until they no longer attend. Most believe this is silently condoned by other
priests and perpetuates the silence of abuse in fear of speaking out.

RECOMMENDATION:

I believe there is sufficient evidence to conduct a full and comprehensive investigation into the conduct of
the Maitland Newcastle Diocese of the Catholic Church, There is more than enough evidence to put

" before the Attorney General under section 316 of the Crimes Act fo prosecute a number of clergy based

on evidence atready cited. I strongly believe that further investigation will only enhance such a brief and
possibly disclose other offences and or offenders.

AE  revealed that in the 1990 she also told the church of her abuse but nothing was done
and the police were ot told untl she decided to do so herself. Sadlyh Al died in 2007 after years
of counselling and psychiatric treatment resulting from her ebuse. Her husbena . YYD spoke to me this
year and is more than prepared to assist with any police inquiry as the feilure of the churoh to act has
impacted negatively on the lives of his entire family. The damage done by such abuse and concealment is
enormous. The passage of time should never preciude the New South Wales Police Foree from
protecting these families and bring persons to justice for such crimes. If we fail to investigate and
prosecute such conduct the potential for it to continue remains unaltered.

Over more then a decade ufinvﬁgaﬁngmmbmoftheMsithndNewcuﬂec}ergyII?wcbxﬁhup an
excellent knowledge base. I also have an extensive network of contacts within and omdethechmk I
have also built up a reputation and trust among victims and their fanilies as evidenced by | g
AS  approach to epoak with me. I have spoken to Sister Paula REDGROVE who has also
indicaren Yl preparedness to speak with me and provide a statement of her knowledge. I remain

objective but passionate to assist with any inquiry or investigation.
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In view of the number of priests charged over the past decade within the Maitland Newcastle Diooese X
am requesting consideration be givea to the establischment of a task force fo undertake a full investipation.
I submitted similar reports in 2004 only to gee more cages of abuse disclosed gince thet time, My own
experiences coupled with recent evidenoe strongly indicates that paedophilis by the clergy is widespread
in the Hunter and is being concealed by experienced and senior staff within the diocese. W:thout
intervention these crimes ere likely to continue. .

Inordertomeuwcumsmdp:nutoptotheseongmngmmesimpectﬁzﬁyaskthattinsrequestba
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