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i A Short Commentary on i the Substantial NormS of the Motu Proprio I Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela 

j (30 April 2001) 
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The Delictum gravius 

. Characteristics 

• ernity/5eriollRltSS in the ecclesiastical conttxt 
• teDdeDCY to coDsider them slmllar to ctlpll4l mma 
• bl,rdly.u1 statute orUmJtatlonslpresaipdoa 
• spcdal trlbuI&&1sIpro«du~ 
• wuaUy paDlsbtd with the highest panlsbments and 

tbe tndJtloul declanUoD of inllUlfltl 

-

. _. 
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Delicta Graviora 

The Ddictwn 1",.lus 

.• Defmition: A demnte or. grave nature " 
against divine natural, divine positlve, 
eccleslastlcal law whicb ofTends: 

- morals 

celebration or the sacramenls 

Tbe DeliCtum graviJU 

Reservatio to the CDF 

• Why the CDF? (PJS1.ISS7111) 

• WhatoCother Jurisdicdons? 
.. absolate incompttenee 
.. duty to refer to CDF 
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··DdiCiS·.gainst the Most Holy Sacrifice 

IUd Sacnmeot of the Eucharist (.ttT Art. 2) 

• SST Art. 1. I I. If PToflnaliolZ of Ike ElIKbarisde Sped« 
-#c'Tl ~ ... K"-tftot:aclJ'ucrso lU.t 

SST Art. 1. f I. Z* AUerapled eeJebull~)l1 of 'he &odlrist 
<Ie ll7t p ... I 

• SST Art. 2, f I. :r Slmll)111015 of tbe Ellchltisl 
-CIiC'UJt;ca(ll4Q 

a SST ArL 2.,1. 3* Probihlled collcekbrltiOft of I.e Ewel'"Nt 
·ac-,l.MS:etto,." ,4«1 

• SST Art. 1, f 2 ProlUhlted or IIcrilcliOUJ COh5ccrlUon or 1111 
J9tda wllIIoot the Gtiter 

<lC'tH 

Delict of sexual abuse of. minor under 18 
(SST Art. 4) 

II The ddict: 
- A "'olatlon of the VI Commalldmenl 
- CI.Mlned by I cleric 

- W.O •• adaor allier I' YUN 

I • 12 The pualsbmeot 
I - AeeoNi., to fle ern'" ot' tbe .rren« 

i - N.t tId_ile dblQlual (TOm lbe. dtrkal ,tace 

I (CiC 1395 fl) 

FORA-IS OF NONCONTACT AND CONTACT 
SEXUAL ABUSE OF' CHILDR£.~ 

r_"r-t.~, brl"""'WIIcueIl-WitdlcII 
cr·,wurdf-a.,It9S) .... c4.(IIIII(' .. 

fOti\MS Of HONCOHfACT SEXUAl AlUSI Of QULOtUH 
• SawilCommcllts .-f ~sm 

W~ PomogrIpN:: RtftI/Vd«;c 

fOlU4S Of' CONTACT SO:UAl. AlUSf: CW OUl.DRfN 
• . Open-moutfIlCImIg 
• HltIding or fotIcf\It'iJ 

• O.,IS .. .~idlld,........"'~fI-.aIIt' ... tIdtIDC ... ~ ...... So< 
• ~1Itr(SClQ.IfI.as wlit! tnlmlls) 

Delicti against the holiness or Ihe Sacrament of Penance 
(SSTArt.3) 

r-- -·----------------------------4 

--

SST AIt.],I- The absolution or an accomplice 
-ore- un f l ; cctO len 

SollicUalion 
-OClJn; ClCIU.' 

• SST AIt.],)- Direct and Indirect violation of the Seal 
-ac Illi f I :CC£O 1'$6 t I 

SST Alt.], 4- Recording and transmission or 
confession 

..o.u..,at ... CDf. 13m.I" 

SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR 

• An e,ltern'" obj«tivcly erave violation of the sixth 
commandment 

• Need not be a complete att of Intercourse 

• Need not Involve force. physical contact. or a 
discernible harmful outcome 

• ICOF Jurisprudence re: possession or paedopbUe 
pornographYI 

PrescriptioniStatute of limitations 

(SST Art. 5) 

• t1 DecennlllM (10 years) 

' . 11 Normal n .... I'" (ere JUZ.' 2) 

• 
• 

.prdoJ ,,.Wblo. ror," _"11K ealcc rrom lie" B'O.,. .(¥\eel_ 

• Aello crlmltlolu(CIC 1361 il) 

.Affl. JHUtlMU CCIC 13'3) 

• rledl)' I(Ihe CDr 10 derosaie from preKripl!oa (n plrtltlllar 
ClSes 6 •• _S_,... .. ,,.. ........ *1 
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The.reJevance and use 
ofCIC1399 

• 0In. 1399. BesIdes the. cases stIb!d hft t1t In other laws, an 
extemaI ~ fI_ dIWIe or 1ft 9 7 """.c:an be 
_bye Justpooalty rrit _ "'" ptI1IaIIIr 
_dlhe __ ".....,......andlhen!ls 

an urgent need to predude or rep;W scandal. 

- AppbtIit fer c:as.IICIt:CXJIIItnCI eqnaIy br hIM 

- Ex: can. IJi9: peftIIty 01 ~ c:nw:t be.applled. 

t Guiding ·Principles 

• Tblt Bof,.Sub nan, supportiwoftOc·BisbopI' 
,rrorts 10 combat aDd to prevaIIt soul.baH .r 
....... ..,. ... oicr. 

• The ub.lvaallawoftJaeCharcla bas always 
reeoplzcd ebb c:rime as ODe ot the most serio1u 
otreaea whId& sscnd lIIlnimn taD co=nIt,. aDd Iw 
dttU'mIatd O.t they be pubbed willi flat most 
KYt'n' paaaJtJes. DOt cdudlDC·1t the ease • 
nquira· dhmInaJ from tItt d~ mit (d. Clam 
UOSt%). . 

Guiding Principles 

• 

• 

As tilt Holy r.cher b$ aDlnatd OR nrt.", occuIoltI, 
Cht Ilotr Set Is splrttnllr DDIted .. the YIctlIu .r "PIC 
u.d 10 Qdrf.Wa.ud eDCOan,es plU'tkalaT~ 
f.r diem 011 the pat or d&e b1Jboplo priests UIII tilt wIIole 
Cl1holle CII=mIC*lty. 

Loc:allrputll»t "Itltcoded u aa.lnstnnDCDt mid wQl 
.t1p to em dfcdlN protcctha tG' minors ud tt twore. 
wherever: DeCeU&rJ. the bust or Uae ratc.bI'allo their 
puton. 

• __ or _., ___ _ _ • ~ __ • ___ • • • 

ACBC VOL4/26 

Guiding Principles 

1. The dtdsloa of the Holy 
F ........... this crime shoaId 
be IDdacled alDDC the most. 
Jeri ... deli,," ("crmwo 
dellda") or dericr, . 
udersc:om lb_ Holy See's 
.vcn)o. to thll betrayal of the . 
Ii'IIsI wbkb the CaIlbroJ rlgbtly 
pia .... CbrIJI', miIIlsten, 
JDd eusum tbat the gaUty 
will b. appropriatel)' 
pooJshod. 

Guiding Principles 

• LeeaI IqlslatloD shoald assClA at the same time the 
dtfeoeeof&be laaOftDt".d theJllStp'IUIlsluDrml of 
tbecoJll7, 

• tk7 sH1tJd KtabUsla " riproa· lad prtdse 
pl'ClCHattto pullkla .. "Jut nrthosewilg are 
cal:it1:orRlda abombtable orreac:a beellllt. as tbe 
8017 FaUler bas Slid. ~eA h DO place ID the 
prteSthood ud rdigloas W. ror Cun wbo would 
harm til" ,..,.Dt' (l3 AprU 1002),. 

• At dtt hIDI time. br amulnl that the tnw t.e:u are 
utertalDtd, proe:tduraJ DOnas~roleC:tJaviobble: 
bam .. "Ptl· Jadudlq tbe lit to dereod 
ODfttIl· ad cau.ulCe raptd or the dI,nJty .r.u 
tbose laYOh'td, bea:lDbID& wUb the rictlmlo 

1102 

502 

3 



' . . 

Guiding Principles * I--
• Canonical proeedure shoald uphold Ibe 

prluclpJe, Cood.mentall. all just systems 
of Jaw, thai: 

• ........ n is conslde."d IDnoeenlllil1il 
- either a reguJar process 
- or his oWn spontaneous admlssion 
proves him guilty. 

I Guiding Principles 

1-.. • -en~ffellce has been-provre' 1t.~;;·Hs· ---I 
necessary in each case 10 assess carefully 

I-

I 

both the just principle of proportionality 
between fault and punlshment, as well 
as the predominant need to protect the 
entire People of God. 

John Paull!, 6 February 2004 

Guiding Principles 

, . nee Holy See. Cedi d.l)'-boud ill Juliet lad II 
;ntitudc to naftitm bd del'eDd the CDOd ume or tbe 
o't'UWbdndnC mtJoritJ '(priests ud deJICOIll who arc 
ud have alM)'S bee&! exemplary la tbeli fldelll)' 10 lbe 
demaud.s of their vocatioa buC hi .... btu orrcDded Dr -
unjustly tlladtred by aisoCWloa. _ 

• As Ile Hol)' Fatber has sakf. we Claaol (o'let "the, 
-lmowue'ptritual. !lamlA ud.odel Cood tblttbevast 

O1a,10rltJ of ptltsts and rtJi&lous _ •• ban dODI aad are 
S1DI doial". 

" - . : , , # , . .', T_ . .. . . . .. , .... '": • • ~ . 

ACBC VOL4/26 

Guiding Principles 

I-- • !ne_~otcanOD1caJnorms IIlat ltne 
COF] is called to apply with jll5tice and 
equity strives to guarantee both the 
exercise of the right of defence of the 
accused and the demands of the 
common good. 

John Paull!, 6 February 2004 

I Guiding Principles ' 

I-- ' •.. !J:he.p:otcclion of Ibe Peopl""'~t--
• only depend on the application of canonical 

penal law. Its boot guonntee is lb. correct and . 
balanced CormalioD of Cuture priests who are 
explicitly ealled to embrace with joy and 
generosity that humble, modest and chaste 
lifestyle that is the prac:tieal basis of 

1103 

. tcolesiastieal celibacy. 

lohn Paul n. 6 February 2004 

Guiding Principles 

• Indeed, it appears ne~~sary to 
devote every available resource 
to restoring the public image of 
tbe Catholic priesthood as a 
worthy and noble vocation of 
generous and often sacrificial 
service to the People of God. 

. 
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The Law 

"MP SST Art. 13 

"ac 1717 

I B. The Preliminary Investigation 

t--

_. 

_, • ••• ~_. H, 

The Notitia Criminis 

and the ensuing 
Preliminary Investigation 

A. The Notitia Criminis 

• denunciation by the victlm: credibility of the 
person; motives . . 

• denundation by third parties: reliability; 
motives for report 

• medla reports 
• referral by the statutory authorities 
• admission of the derlc: forum intemum 

non-saaamentate; foIllm extemum 

C. Referral to 
Local Review Boards 

• Full compliance with diocesan policies 
" Transparency of proceedings 
" Confidentiality 
Ii Role of Alleged Victim 
." Role of Alleged Perpetrator 

• Role of Lawyers . 

1104 
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D. Referral to 
. Statutory Authorities 

1-... ' ,-----=--------1 

c. . 

. I 
I 

• Local dvillaws should be respected 

• Court orders should be foUowed 

! E/2 

, • RefenaJ of the Accused for Psychological I Evaluation should meet the demands of 
I moral theology, human dignity, the common 
I good 

I .' 
. • The minlstry of the Accused derfc should 

pm bono Ea:leslae be inunedlately Dmlted if 
there Is an indication that It may constftute . 
a risk for minors or a scandal to the faithful. 

Referral to the CDF 

-

f-.-

I-

~ . ,.. ' .-. ", • • . _ . ' . •. U ' · •... 

ACBC VOL4/26 

E. The Decision of 
the Bishop 

• The decision as to what should be 
done ~ way of follow-up Is to be 
taken Bishop 

,; Allegations which are dearly . 
unfounded or unreliable should be 
dismissed as such 

• Other Allegations should be examined 
carefully 

E/3 

, • Therapy offered to the alleged victim 
should be reasonable and effective 

• Extra-judldal settlement of allegations 
should not be construed as hush
money 

Rerunl to tbe CDF 

Role of the ordinary 

• SSTArL1312' aCt717 

• StIDcbrd lallK"1lldlosu 
·PUlClIIIII D.e.alMl ClIJTku!i1llla Vitae .c Otdc; 
--DdaIb of A1lcpdoas; 
.. Rid: Asl:eumeat; 
..sate.lK"t Qft:tUoIlS; 
.. VohW .CCbe 0rdJ"'17 eo~1I( pellAl procedure; 
.. e.xpcdIeJlt)' oC In1 CIl111Te UIbbtry. 

Sammll1' oCCue ~lIo1ViDcJlndard e.b-ule prev!dcd bl 
IbtCDF 
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Refernl to the CDF 
. Rele.rtheCDr 

The tIlscretion described In C1C 1718 §1 

• Wbetber one eaD proeecd with . pew&l proceu .-

• Whether It Ii expedient ~ wt. 1341 

• Whether - to". JadkIII prw::1U 
;. trptot:eed fer ..... «~ 
- .. sagu .. otc:u.l1lO..uIlJ"tC&otnJ to CDF,. d&:1Dlw1 .,.-

Declsl.n ror. Judicial Pro .... 
(SST art. 13) 

I • b u.~ ~0CtH 
0> i. CMlIft Omlf'tltltu,_e: tul'PtlCJllilq 

f- . 

I c.""id<o: trppdlOJi ..... peru CD£: SST or!. 14 

I 
I 
I 
i , 

I A Referral of Cases to the CDF 

• The COF wlU appreciate as much 
Information as possfble .on the preliminary 
Investigation and the findings of the 
diocesan review boards or equivalent 
consultative organs. 

• Bishops are InviteeI' to send their own 
votum concerning the meiits of the case 
and the proCedures and measures to be 
adopted. . . 

- r · · · · . -_. 

ACBC VOL4126 

RefUraI to the CDF 
Role.or the CDF 

The d1icretfOD deocnbedl. C1C 1718 

• §3 d~oll In CP (Omgrrsso Pllrtlt:tJlttre) 

... CDF ma,. preempttvdy coDdder question or 
damages 

e l DOn 1719 

Some practical points 
Concerning the Application 

of the Motu Proprio 
Sacramentorum Sanctitatis tutela 

(2001) 

B . Dimissio ex officio 

-- -----------------------; 
• Very grave ca~ esp¢al/y' where 

1106 

custodial sentences nave been Inflicted by 
the eMf authorities, wiD be considered by 
the COF for direct referral to the Holy 
Father. . 

• The Priest concerned should first be 
asked whether he wants to ask for 
falcJzation and he should be accorded an 
opportunlty to express himself on the -
matter. 

• The COF asks for a dlspensation from 
'clerical celibacy in each case. 

50E 
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• Once the f:!oIy Father decrees olSlllissal from 
the clerical state and the Diocese Is notified 
of the decree the local Ordinary should 
ensure that ii\e dismissed deric Is not left 
without some sort of finandal support (can. 
1350, §2). _ 

• In cases of sexual abuse of mln~, the ' 
OrdInary shouJd also take care, WllI1 the 
~ of the statut;ory authorilies, that the 
dismissed der1c does not hann Children or 
the young. 

canon 1720 

• 11""' _ __ that the .... uerstoould """'"" by 
woyofan_"""", , ' 

1 ... " .. .., .......... " .. _ ....... ..-... ...... _ .. __ ......... _-
1IWUy .......... Ns tded to apper, 

2 ~ win two ISItSII:IrI be Is aaumtdy to weigh ~ 1M _ .... ..........., 
1 II the ce.a Is ~ proven aDd .. thIe tot CItmInIf 
~ his nr:t~ hE II ID 1IIUe .. decree: a :.:=ara: c::w.:t~ sz.aog Itast n SUImIIIY . 

D Judicial Penal Procedures 

I--

-, 

1- ' l-

• These judldal jlrocedures have to be 
authortsed by the COF. 

• First Instance Tribunals: Diocesan 
bishops are Invited to constitute their own 
first instance bibunals for gravtora delicl1J 
cases. 

Ii Any requeStS for diSpeJisations concerning 
personnel should be referred to the COF. 

1107 
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C Administrative Penal 
Procedures 

• On 7 = 2003 the Holy Father authorised a 
~Iion the MP ssr art:.71!Of1T1i11ing 
Adl!1lnistrallve Penal _ures for cases InvoMng 
graviora deIIctiI. , . ' 

• The use of this admlnlstrallve pr<>cedure has to be 
authorised by the CDF. 

• It irM>Ives the a~tion of can. 1720 that shoufd 
be followed d05 • 

CDF Praxis concerning can. 1720 

• It should be: dear that the Ordinafy f!t1I1 free:W decree a penalty short of __ the cIetQI$OIle. 

• 11 he deems t ......... ard_ \toIt_ be 
decreed, he.sbould relet Ita! IIIIttet to the Q)f and transmt 
althe acts d UIc case. 

• The Prefect on behalf ~ the COF wi then dedde: Whether or 
not: to. deaee ~ 

• .......... tho CrdNrv Sesoi:>n of the CIlf <_lVJ " , 
posslbIe'.lnstthe_ ofthePrele¢ 

• Second Instance CDF Tribunals: 
Second Instance has been reserved exclusively to 
theCOF. 

The COF is however o~ to the ~ of 
nominating local canon lawyer.; as ad hoc ludo .. of 
Its SUjlf1!me TribUnal. The COF wIlIln'llte fhe local 
bishops to suggest names of canon i..wyetS of gOOfI 
repute who would be COF ludges and promoters or 
justice nominated.by the OlF. , .. , .. , ' 
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Adm,inistJ;"ative Measures 

I Examples of Administrative 
Measures 

• Romovallrom Parish (cann. 1740 - 1747) 
I • Removallrom any other ecclesiastical office 

(oann. 192 - 195) 
• Withdmwal off acuity to preach (can. 764); to 

hc>r confessions (can. 974); adminiSter the 
sacraments and sacrarnentals (can. 835) . 

• DeclariltioD of im1>edimtnt from exercising Holy 

I 0nIc:s (can. J044, § 2.2") 
. • Any decision which afleets the exercise of a I pc:son's rights and duties (can. 223 § 2) 

Request (or Revocation or Amendment 

• CIIL 17M. 

• 

• 

II (Ivi4'" 
t 1 pmmplorftimMimit{IDcanDftiealda)'S) 

This ClaJC is DOtoptional. £x.reptioa: can. 1m. f 3, n.1N 

'Has to be ~ ill wrUla;and include tnscm for ~cst 

R~ I'orltllpCflSion ofthl: act ~nc:d 0. r:m.lrn. f I 

I--

IlunneJlpintt 
Sloplar or hrtIeuI.,. AdalJdttraUvc AdI 

oI'tU Dbcwo BlIla#p 
encendq: GnalJw: DllkuOueI: 

Request lor Revocatioa or Amendment; 
HlUl.rthleal Recourse to the CDF 

Recourse to the FD'i4 /Yotau CDY 

A BriefCheck·list for appnising. particular 
administrative act 

• . tanamcaI~ &Ad eucWft powcroCIhc aocbor 
• "aicfllyorlbc Kl accanIiD& to tJ.epttnJ_ 

. • vaMity ollhll ad ~ to uy apecialllQlUlf 

• is tbcKlJnrM Of lidl aa:ahr1DJ.1O both1be ta=aI and Ibc 
spccif!c EtOnIII appic:IbJc to Ie:; 
bas !be law bea:I followed as to 1M meriI oflhe 4:edsial (in 
J_~ 

.... Ibc: laW beca. {oDowd .... 10 Ihe ptOCedIIn: appf"1C:abIe 10 the 
cuc(IApn«d""o)1 

• I. lIM: Kl prw!icoc_ expedient?; . 
• docs k promote tile c:ommoa pod?: 
• cIocI1facKCrapcddlc~O(RftlnljutiClC1 
• cfoeldte.etrupcdCbsacbdccioc~litwv.dopatic: 

What arc the optionJ avajlab1!! to the Bishop 
in the case of a ~crt fOr m'Oearion or amendment orbis 

d~slon1 

• Can. I7JS:(tnSWu wi1hjq 3{) d..yJ oftbc: reccipl;or&ho request ror 

-~ 
The: Bishop may: 

• 
• 

~,&Mh4tM (et_4l.NA). 
...... .w.bz/:IIM-ti ... __ 

4«U'.a!V'ho.w.~ -tMttt-N/G""""f"'~ IN 
....J.-
UcU'_.~.""~"~~_n. plUlbkm....., . . 

The: quc:slion or surpclUion: 
10 be Sdlled wilhit! leD ~ or !he ~ oItbe teqUCJ'1 ror 
1't1'OC&Ii0tl (CIA. 1736. U)' 

1108 
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Hierarchical Reeour •• to the Holy See 

Haw., tccdftd u &lllWa"wlYa stiII.a:crim=s him .. 
bvia.c rcc:dYcd DO IaJWU widtil thirty da)'S orlile Bishop" R'C:tipt of 

1M request tarrmx:atioB. 

• ..,,.......... .. __ ... doI., ..... WtrardoIcII._fu&. 
Im,ll). 
n.~u.r.ras.I..,.... .. _tl....,...Ulta:dIt 
~" .. DcdR., .. ...... 
n....a.tc~ ...... ...&caI..,....rdot • .a.ca .... rtlar .... 'Mnt _"""","fila. .... fa .. nn •• J). 

rn-a.s..ttt ...... , • ..,tI. .... -*1 ___ GuI 

"~fI--'" 

11t. ProcedJJre at /loe CDF 
fRlP-eIUtI ~'etidJII c.ri#RMIIJIIII. an. 1l6., f lic:ana.IU1. 

1139;50 . ,:1) 

• CDF asb forlbecomnlCftb orlhc Bidlop 011 d= mr:rib otthc 
ftC:OUnI (elL SO). 

• CDF -7 abo uk Ibe pcIiboDcr lOr Nnhcr deails QI' documc:ntL 
• Caa.11)I(lhrifltJforlqrJ~ 
• . CDF_'1suspatliMotItrtbIistnIliwua",tM8Wtf1/l(cu.1137. 

III 
• nc DiwtayCOllAdm .. q.bI~tGOIlltitM (111M ~tknI 

(CUL 1133, ') 
• hDible aIeIIdoa orlhc IhreMnonlh period for answerin, ex 

an..S7, i I (RGCR.vt.IJ6.i 2) 

Recourse 10 the Feria IV of the CDF 

• Rqob.~ CMluak rh& Cwia R_a. art. 1]$ 

• '" lJPCS ottecOllnC apiuI actnialsnzive leu bsucd b)" 
R.oma Oicuuy. 

.. Art. 13'. 11: requm forraocalioCl 
• An. US. t 1: n:coamco the: Apo5toli, SiplltlUl.~: aJlcscd 

violations ofthc law III fUumCldo« III procdorJo 
kCri'l to an. 123 of PtJsJor bcmia. 

DedhIlll\OrtkPopcU~If#did U FebnNull a.l00J: intbc ease 
or 4ceisioIU oClbc CDF eoneemin, ,,...,u,rtI ddicta thew. two 
reC01l11e$ should be only GU'CQcd 10 and CIIclusivcl)' decided by 
IbcF.m/YoflhcCDF 

_ .. 

1109 
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The Dleastery subJects the retoone to • 
preliminary ch .. koll,t: . 

• !loco !he aubject-maucr r.u IU1dertbe _ of 
the~ 

• . Docs the iccUlrcnt co petitioner haw Icgal·standing7; 
• Has the request for rovocatioD or smendmc:nt bcen. 

previously made to the Bishop?; 

• Have the ~tI fOrb rcquC5t forrnoeation and 
for himn:hlcal_ bcca rospe<t<d? 

• Failure on one oftheso preliminary tests - rejection in 
limine by the Dicastcry. 

The Procedure oJ the CDF 
~~Wn .. ~uu.Orirao-.w..att.lU.f 1:"eaM,.I732--

1739:50.51) 

• The CDF as"~ Superior Ibmfo,. bat tits uthori!y 
.. 10 JUIItcilIde Cbc disc:retiDIl oldie ~ ~ Its .... 
• eo ckdm Ibe~ act IIIID and \'Did"; 
.. 10 &llDU1 or rcsdod the let; 

.. 10 cbaaJc or modU1tk act oflhc B~ 

Elements or tbe Procedure 
before the Feria IV 11 

• PnIlmlnltl')' questions are .ddressed In 11m me 

• The Seentary asks the normat party to present 
dDC#menb find arguments/It,. the "«Dune. 

• The parties are free to Dominte .dvocates aDd 
proc:uralorl aDd they are both e1veo Ute chance to 
present their respe~ve arpments 
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Elements of the Procednre 
before the Feria IV 12 " 

I--
.. The Dbdplbwy omce prepares a Rt:htJ4"e 

rl'UffidIJ 'A'bleb ends with a Dllbillm to be prtlCDted 
to lhe Fum NCar dedslon. 

• AD tbeacts oCtbe case are baoded over to the 
PrOmoter or Justiee for bls I'D1'Wft. 

• CopJes 01 the maID 4otumeots. rec:ound, brier" 
RG6dDu, aad WJhUII PromtJtoru rll#lti(l~ are 
distributed to the members of the CouveclUoa In 
pnpantJoD for their mceUnC or FeriJllY. 
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Elements o/the Prbceallre" 
be/bre the Feria" IV 13 

0 TheF.t.lYwilI CCINi4k:r Ibc fCQIQno a to lU IDCJiJS as wd as 
to .... aUqcd violadcuoflbc taw. 

0 'l1IcFm.ly~thoamcwWc~orpotSibiJiW:s 
coaccmbIJ itt cJcdsioa .web c::m. 173' pes to Ibe hi=vebical 
Superior willi fC9CCl1O IUaudIieaJ r=orsc 

0 l1IedccisioaolIhcOnr..".CoapqatioD(FriI /J) u bOt 

nbjed eo.., recoanc" is thcrebe dc!iuitiYe. 

0 hb " ted 10 dIe,.,.ucs cooc:emtL 

0 " 11tcCDF"iuclrovencea the es.CI:IIIiotaoftlie decisions (;den by 
&boFrti4IY. 
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