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ég;g:gons of child sexusal abuse end cover-up within the Maitland Newcastle Diocese of the Catholic
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el WATTERS and I investigated priest Denis McALINDEN following allagations
hilt he had sexually assaulted her as a child. The Catholic Diocese disclosed that
elieved fo be in Ireland and we were given an assurance o be nofified upon his

In 2002 I commenced unrelated investigations of priests James FLETCHER and Desmond HARRIGAN.
In 2003 I interviewed priest Vincent RYAN in Junes Gaol regarding suspected links to FLETCHER,

HARRIGAdeathemﬂ!egﬁdtobeiﬂvolved“ithgaedopfgﬁahmeHuan

Soon after commencing investigations I !eamﬁ:h-at Bishop Michae! MALONE and Vicar General James
SAUNDERS had elerted FLETCHER to the police investigation and disclosed the identity of the alleged
victim, This negatively impacted on the investigation and was reported to the ODPP for consideration of
charges for hindering a police investigation; however it was elecied not to proceed.

Bishop MALONE then refised a request by me to remove FLETCHER from his parish or restrain him -
from visiting schools. In defiance of my request MALONE extended FLETCHER’s parish to include
both the Catholic High Schoof end Catholic Primary School in Lochinvar. :

1 later obtzined statements from MALONE, SAUNDERS, HARRIGAN and pricst William BURSTON.

- oy All had met with FLETCHER following the allegations. All thoss statements were remarkable for their
: author’s poor racollection of critical conversations and smacked strongly of collusion and concealment.

It was intended o execute a search warrant for pornographic images on FLETCHERs presbytery;

hom[lwﬂFLElﬁMlmmwedaqmﬁwdhumomﬂpmgmpﬁcvidmsmdmgaﬁm

Z befomﬂﬁsoonldhappan.Imupecteddﬁsmatﬂin!mwimdsomeimgesofyoungboysasmmﬁonedby
& victim. Undoubtedlyﬁ:ishnppmddhuﬁ!yuaremlt of MALONE and SAUNDERS’ forewarmning.

I was told by & source that FLETCHER passed the mentioned pomography to priest Des HARRIGAN.

presbytery at Reymond Terrace. He

HARRIGANwaslmﬁlyintoxicawdwhenIcon&anmdhiminthe g
ographic magazines and videos by FLETCHER, but denied it

admitted being given homosexual porn

contained illegal images of children. He claimed he owned the items and had inadvertently left them in
FLETCHER’s presbytery. He also said he had destroyed all these items but could give no plausible
explanation why he decided to do so. :
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As theinvestigation progressetl 2 priest and i approach sie separately fo provide statemcats end
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 Inctding Bishop MATONE. This priest suffeted considerahle stress from his treatment and was moved
to Sydnay, iz has singe elecbed to feave the pricsthood and retum to annthac profession. Xl remained
in contact with both these Individuals who sre highly critical of the silence within tho church concening
1 was soware (het Bistiop Leo CLARK and Pricst Pattick COTTER hed boen interviowed by police somo
years pior cosoaring cancesiment of Vincent RYAN's activities. Sufficient evidenco existed© -

against COTTER but it was deoi Mbwmﬂdymﬁl&hﬁsmagﬁwmr
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& Annexure G to Detective Inspector Graeme Parker's statement
In late 2005 I was advised by the Catholic Church that Denis McALINDEN was crificelly ill in a Catholic
‘Retirement Home in Subiaco, Perth. I made inquiries regarding his possible exiradition but learnt be was
not able to travel and he died two weeks later. Despite the church knowing McALINDEN's whereabouts
for somie tinte I was not informed unt# his death was inyminent. _

COo NT:

EarﬁatﬁsmemeMuCARTﬂYofﬁeNewcuﬁeHuﬂdmmedehchﬁmedawam
AD  had confided in her jons of being sexually agsaulied in the 1960°s by Catholic
Priest Denis MCALINDEN. 5D " allegedly had knowiedge of & number of other women who
had also been sexually assaulted including McALINDEN': - ,
Although I had never met with -;"(5 ' had come across her name in 2003-4 when
" was rehictant to spoek to police as her knowiedge

investigating FLETCHER. I'wes told
ot implicated & mmber of high ranking clergy in *coveri up'!mownpandopbﬂe_p@ests.SheMeﬁIw?s_
_n__“i 1 Vl 1 i 7 '3' e " -' "i:: Y : 2443w - i RIS [l a .'n O DESROMHMIHE Dricsts
H ¥ ATi e r\j

REDACTED

& |
7 © RepACTED
; Pd’\ ' isoneof M She provided me with a number of documents and a
tatcment outlining McALINDEN sexuslly shuging bec and hor sister 7Y
mawbmgmﬁymwmmmmggtsmﬂmum :

mf_ cell fole guilty at not being sblo 0 peoteck AR T
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~ kEoACTED

Redacted at (_:omm_iss_ioner’s direction

Documents in possession oﬂ' A md the statementof, Ay confim without 2
doubt that retired Bishop Leo CLARKSGEW ALTNDEN‘®~% . He knew of the
saimmmhnd&eﬂus&ﬁcﬂsohmthﬂvhﬁmhdmmphhdofﬁe&m&mﬁgwmdwgy
mderhistﬁwctmpcrﬁﬁon.%onnemoﬁwIOYdeuked,

A alleged victim of Denis McALINDEN has told s that she believes the claurch s aware of
_ mwmanegmmwmqfﬂwmmmmmymm;eqmr
He said, “No. You would have 10 ask Michael MALONE about that.” _

Clea:lyhetoldusab!atantﬁem@mncealedﬂzenmofvicﬁmskmwntotheomthydoingsohc
mammmmmmmmﬁmeﬁmmmm
CLARK knew McALINDEN was nﬁﬂatlnrgewdhmirehnmdtommﬁuﬁthmpamiﬂto
continue commifting his crimes. '
Dmingmysﬁﬁwlhavehadwspukmhmdmdsofﬁeﬁmsofwmﬂmm&m&ﬂmm
disturbing. Sexual assaults of children are the most ebhorrent and sbuse of children by the clergy is
amongst the worst. To conceal such s, crime is ekin to condoning thet bebaviour, I do not believe such

condnct can ever, or should ever be forgiven by the law.
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I have seen the pain of the victims of child sexual shuse within the Church, | have visited victims in

psychiatric institutions and seen the damage it has caused their families. I spoke to & member of the
Newecastle ODPP who broke down crying and was unable fo contin ge:,- & victim’s statement

— ising to me when she requested o be removad from the case: —

I o0k another siziement from a mother who was unaware of years of sexual abuse her son was suffering
atthel.xands 9fherfamﬂypriest. As a8 teeneger he came home in a drunken stupor. When he sttempted to
bang himself in the family bam his mother screamed hysterically trying to take ths weight of his bending
legs until another son arrived to cut him down. In desperation the family called their priest for the boy to
stay overnight in his presbytery with the aim of counselling him when sobered. This priest took advantage
of the situation and buggerised the boy again that night. This same priest, James FLETCHER is one of
those whom fellow clergy went to such extraordinary lengths to protect,

Reprisals are another distastefil aspect of sexual abuse within the church. Some have reported to me
having had their cars damaged and epgs thrown at their homes following guilty verdicts after a family

1

member disclosed abuse. Most victims® families are devout Catholics who are surrounded by friends until

someone comes forward with aliegations of abuse. The family is ostracised within their community and
particularly at church. They are no longer spoken to and made to feel unwelcome. They have backs

L blatantly turned on them until they no longer attend. Most believe this is silently condoned by other
priests and perpetusates the silence of abuse in fear of speaking out.

RECOMMENDATION:
1 believe there is sufficiant evidence to conduct & foll and comprehensive investigation into the conduct of
the Maitland Newcasile Diocese of the Catholic Church. There is more than enough evidence to put

" before the Attorney General under section 316 of the Crimes Act to prosecute a number of clergy based
on evidence already cited. I strongly believe that further investigation will only enhance such 2 brief and
possibly disclose other offences and or offenders.

AE revealed that in the 1990’s she also told the church of her abuse but nothing was done

and the police were pot told until she decided to do so herself. Sadlyh A died in 2007 after years
£y N of counselling and psychiatric treatment resulting from her sbuse. Her husbena . D! spoke to me this
*¢_ yesrand is more than prepared to assist with any police inquiry 2s the feilure of the church to act has
Mnegaﬁvdyﬁwﬁmofhkmrkeﬁnﬂy.ﬂedmagcdmﬂymhahmwdwmmw
enormons. The passage of fime should never precinde the New South Wales Police Foroe from
protesting these fhnﬁﬁesaadbﬁngpetmtojuaﬁcefmwchmIfwefai!toinvestzgateand
e pmmxtesuchconductthapotmﬁa!fbrittownﬁmemminsunalmd.

Overmoreth:madeudeufinvesﬁgaﬁngmmﬁemoftthaiﬂandesﬂedagylhnwaﬁhup an
excellent knowledge base. I also have an extensive network of contacts within and outside the church. X
have also bm'ltuparepu&ationandnustnmmg\dcﬁmsmdﬂmirfanﬁﬁesasevidencedbyi .
(S~ approach to speak with me. I have spoken to Sister Paula REDGROVE who has also
incicavca Vi preperedness to speak with me and provide 2 statement of her knowledge. | remain
objective but passionate to assist with eny mquiry or investigation.

BageNo.S
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In view of the number of priests charged over the past decade within the Maitland Newcastle Diocese X
am requesting consideration be given to the establishment of a task force to undestake a full investigation,
I submitied simiiar reports in 2004 onfy to see more cases of ebuse disclosed since that fime, My own
EXDERCHCAS-COIINED -nn ;r;-;,L—:‘.;' Higt-aeae ;-:n- 5 %Mm&&ﬁpfe&d

Indrﬂertopmtentvictimxandputastoptothcseongaingmimeslres;m;tﬁ;ﬂyaskthaﬁhisrequwtbe
given favourable consideration. J
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