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I STATEMENT OF COMPLAINT 
I.::----;:-,=--:-::--::-:~I\ C 
(Please Print Full NameJ 

~ .... ..........:D.te of Birth: __ _ 

.OF_ .. 
(Plc.:zsc give sufficient details orhow you CDn be c;onmctcd,! including any $p~i.o.f arrangements fur Sllfcguarding your priv.o.cy., 

Phone:, _______ .. ; ....... Mobil.: _____ -'--=-_Email: ______ --'@ __ _ 

WISH TO. MAKE A Co.MPLAINT TO. THE APPRo.PRIA TE CHURCH AUTHo.RITY AGAINST: 

(name ofthc pmon) 

WHO. AT THE TIME IN QUESno.NWAS WOR,KlNG IN AN OFFICIAL CAPACITY FOR THE CHURCH AS: 

~~""'/l '''' f- : f'R(a. p;t: OUR ~'-t BF Tll-cr: ~'1 fi;'?-Rc&iff . 

(give tiU. or doscriptioo of the _ posilio. bold by <be person at the time in question) /h,4-r 'r/...iqN~ .b.!D~"" 

on Jt:i S~ r.. I QS1 ' 
c,.m or p=isc daroIs if laiown) 

at S:r .:rfiJ$tzP# ~ SC~Qc... -r1l'te~ 
. (cIty'lDWD orsuburb. or name ofparish. sd100J or _ agc:acy) 

NATURE OF COMPLAINT: ' 
(p1cIse 'give deWls of the bchavio ... 1hIt is th. subject of dus coinpIaiat) 

, , 

{\G . 
.. I.\.J. 



AS A RESULT 01' THis COMPLAINT, I EXPECT THAT: 
• 

---- .. ----=::-:-'~~~~..."..""..,...,.,---,--~---------'--

-.'." .. -
) 

) 

I HAVE BEEN ADVISED TI!A T IF MY COMPLAINT INVOL YES CRlMINAL BEHA VlOUR 
I RETAIN THE R1GIITTO MAKE MY COMPLAINT TO THE POUCE AT ANYTIME. 

Q. 

Q. 

Have you notified the police? ° A <Yes (pi .... ti.k appropriately) 
~~:.t ;,-.., 

Do YOIl intend to notify the p_olice A <Yes 

THIS FORAfA-!-"" ATEMENT OF COMPLAINT 
t;2.~ _DAY OF THE MQNW OF 

IS ~E BY ME THE UNDERSIGNED ON THIS 
;;Je/Ne INTHEYEAR200C:V 

AC 
(Slcut. .. oceomplaiaQr) 

BEFORE ME 

. (SiCUbt .. oC duly appointed eonbet P.rson as witness) 

(please priat Name of Coataet p~ 

If you were!!!!! tIte 0"'01 victim or tit. tIIlttters{.) above,. pi .... pve the name .nd .dd ..... or the victim. 

Name. ______________________________________ ~.~·;~~.~~·_· ____________________ __ 

Add~, __________________________ ~ ____________________________ _ 

Is he or site aware that you are making this complaint? Yes: 0 
Does he or she agree with you making this complaint? Yes: 0 

No: 0 
No: 0 

Is he/she prepared to talk to someone about this complaint? Yes: 0 No: 0 Not knOWIl 0 

Interpreter: (If applicable) LANGUAGE USED: 

I attest that the translation of this statement is as an accurate and complete recore: 

(Signature of (Dterprercr) 

!NI"ERPRETER'S NAME: (Please Print Full Name) 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE NUMBER: MOBILE: E-AlAIL: 

The Contact Person is charged with delivering this Statement to the Professional Standards Resource 
Group, 276 Pitt St Sydney 2000 that will in tum ensure that it is brought promptly to the attention 'of the 
appropriate Church Authority. . 

" 

I'n.:c :! ltf 2. (Ulges or a FornUlI StAtement df-Col1lphlint to the Carholic Church -. 
. II .tL."'( R.:vist.:d~:! ()cmhl!r 191.)'>1 

I'1,'aUf! mclk.u.: tI,~. tIt'mloc~,.i.,.lcli(ff",lli 11C1,t:1.':<r l(f,IIII" ,"'cll",tI~/,'1t 1"(~t'X 907 
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Tvped and corrected coPY of handwritten deposition taken on 12th June 2002. 

Corrections are in bold and italicised. They are, on the whole, corrections of nuance of meaning 
which tone carries, and ones of precision where indicative pronouns leave the meaning less. 
than clear. . '. . <),..(<4Q. 

----------------------.-----~------------

I went to live with my grandparents ( 612. ,) at. Taree when I was. app. aged three . . 
I commenced school at St Joseph's Convent where I took part in all school plays and musicals 
imd church celebriltions. . 

I haVe a vivid memory ofFR McAlinden bemg at the parish from early on. He used to drive 
the young children home after rehearsals. I'm sure he drove a FJ Holden because my grand 
pareI1ts had the same model car. 

Father used to leave me last when he took the children home. He woul.d invite me to sit closer 
to him. He woul.d put his ann around me and cuddle me much differently to how my family 
cuddled me, and he woul.d kiSs me passionately. As a child I thought of them as wet kisses; 
. they were so different to the kisses my grandparents gave me. He made me feel special and his 
pet Ijust remember very wet kisses, and I think I woul.d recall ifhe tried to put his tongue in 
my mouth. It was cuddling and I'can remember his hands holding my hands. 

It was so continual, I don't remember the number of occasions when this occurred it was 
constant; there woul.d be so mimy rehearsals before an event. 

I am not aware if this happened to anyone else. The other kids called me Fr McAlinden's pet I 
can't be certain if it started in second class or fourth class. IfFr McAlinden was in the parish in 
that year then it was second class - 1955 - because it started to happen almost as soon as he 
arrived in the parish. He was a very handsome and channing man. 

I had a break from the school in third class because I became sick, 50 my grandparents sent me 
to my mother in Sydney, and I spent almost the: entire year in bed. 

I returned to St Joseph's in fourth class. In fifth and sixth class I was involved in all school 
activities. Whenever he was there he took me home - I cannot be mQre specific, but it 
happened while ever I was a day pupil and he was there. 

I went to St Joseph's College, a boarding school, from first to third year; 1960 - 1962. During 
that time he wasn't there a lo~ but ifhe was there, he woul.d seek me out Girls woqid come 
and say 'Fr McAlinden is looking for you.' He would show me extra signs of affectron., more 
than other girls woul.d get -like holding my hand, stroking it and asking what I had been 
doing. Let me say, ordinarily these displays of affection wouldn't be unseemly, however in this 
context it was reinforcement. There were no occasions when I woul.d be alone with him when 
I was in boarding school It coul.d have been in the playground. There was an area we called 
the weather shed and girls might say he was there looking for me - sometimes. Other girls 
might be around. There were numerous occasions when Father McAlinden woul.d take the 
opportunIty to seek me out and pay me special attention. . 

1 
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He had gone away at some stage; he came back and was limping, using a stick. He told me he 
had been to New Guinea. . A-r II /\'--

fsC I moved to Sydney to live with my mother in 1966Jwhen I was .~ k'/ellt te seheal at Sf . /\ C 
~satb T" 3 3 ov~. One day I was at home - sick t . fi S . my mother was at work; 

- --we-lived at Revesby; There was a knock at the door. I looked out the window and saw Fr Mc 
Alinden's car parked in the street with children in the car. It was a small Housing Commission 
house. r slept on 8: divan in the Ijving room. I put on my dressing gown. It had slits in the sides 
to tie at the front letting the back fiIllloose. When I opened the door, he came in. In this small 
room crowded with furniture, Fr McAl.inden made a very determined. approach to be ' 
physically intimate beyond passiolJ8te kissing He kiSsed me; it was still a wet kiss and I was 
frightened; itwas unwanted. I think it was his urgency that frightened me. I was now a 
teenager, and it was very different to 'the paternal' affection and the sexual kiss which gave me 
comfort when r was younger. This time it was urgent, it was predirtory, and it was unwanted. I 
remember his hands through the slits in my dressing gown. One slit was broken, so his hand 
could get through. I remember his bancIs trying to fondle me through the slits. I remember the 
feeling of being frightened, and I remember his smell, maybe ofhis clothing. I ~'t remember 
any awareness ofhim having an erection, and I certainly would not, at that age, have had any 
awareness or experience of an erection. 

I remember the children remained in the car. I asked ifhe would like to invite them in and he 
said no, they were his nieces and nephews. I would have offered him a cup of tea because I 
was brought up that way. It was quite soon that he made this approach to me. It 11I13S my first 
experience of wanting to extricate myself from unwanted ~ advance - barely being able 
to cope. I got rid ofhim, but I did not cope men1ally of psychologically because he was a 
priest I'm not certain, but I thinlC r may have begged him to go because I was upset I think all 
of this may have taken place over a period of an hour. ' ' 

He must have visited me again because he sent me a letter on small paper. Over the years I 
had forgotten about it until my mother died a few years ago. r found it when I was cleaning up 
her and my things. He mentioned in tQ.e letter visiting again, but l .wasn't in. rm sure I could 
remember if I saw him again at Revesby - perhaps r didn't let him in. 

'",- J I have tried to locate the letter. r was looking for it last night; it may be in another box. 

r did not have contact with him again until 1966 when I sought him out with my under-age . 
fiance to ask him to D1IIIIy us., He was at Greta at that time, but he declined our request 
becaUSe he couldn't marry us without ,signed parental permission. 

Ai the time the above events ocCurred I did not discuss them with anyone. 

I became pregnant at sixteen and my child was adopted out 

In the course of a conversation with my mother when we were discussllIg the past, and I was 
told r had brought shame on, the family by having an illegitimate child, in angry reprimand I 
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told my mother about how from the time I was in second class Father Mc Alinden was 
'pashhing me off' She responded with disgust that I was a liar. 

I have discussed it with friends, who are all Catholics,· over the years. 

. NSWPF41 

I have tried over the years to understand this in the light of the rules this man had tried to 
---- ----- aonete to, and"tbat liiS sexual. fi:iistl:ation must bavebeen significant in hiS preying on me. . 

p ) ••... 

Addendum Ie criminal behaviour . . 

If othefserious complaints are Made about Fr McAlinden, if the Professional Standards Office 
is made· aware through other complaints of other (criminal) behaviour by him, then I would 
like my ex:perie~ to be used in collaboration. 

I wish to. include the follewing additienal comments in my statement of complaint. 
. . 

In the context of the confessional with authority and under privilege, leading a vulnerable 
person to speak of secret cama1 matters, be it thoughts or actions, there can be no doubt that 
Fr McA1inden, through hiS suggestive questioning, led me into premature sexual awarenesS 
for his own purposes, IiI!d there is no doubt that he did the same with hiS wet kisses. I do not 
seemyse)£asa -victim, but hiS behaviour, aIong with my already vulnerable disposition as an 
only cbildof separated pareIits, did, [feel, contrIbute to most unfortunate experiences in my 
later teenage life; the most iniportant of which was a pregnancy at 16. 

As a result of this complaint. I expect that 
. 'I want it [the complJ1int] to be addressed; whatever the procedures, I want to be part of it 
I mow it [these experiences at such an early age] were a psychologically affecting episode in 
my life, and if people in their fair mind think compensation is warranted andjust, I will be 
part of that [process]. . SJ .. 
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