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DIOCESE OF MAITLAND,NEWCASTLE 

Tht.Jrsday. 20th June. 2002 

I\c. .' 
(A(':S o..M.{tl.) 

Dear ,AL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CHANCg RY OFFICE 
841 Hunter Street 
Newcastle West NSW 

Postal: p ,O, Box 760 
Newcastle NSW 2300 
Australia 

Phone: (02) 4979 1100 
Fax: (02) 4979 1 1 19 

Your Statement of Complaint against Fr McAlinden has been forwarded to me from the NSW 
.'(:~ .. .Professional Standards Office. Fr McAlinden is no longer in the Diocese of MalUand-Newcast/e • 

...... .'however. he is still alive and living in Western Australia. As the Bishop of the DIocese I have the 
responsibility of responding to your complaint. 

I know that ft must have been very difliaJK for you to have taken this step. Please be assured that your 
complaint is being taken seriously. Dealing with a complaint takas much longer than most people 
expect. so please do not think that you have been forgotten or that we are deliberately holding things up. 

The next step will be for me to appoint an independent assessor to investigate the matter. The assessor 
will want to speak with you about the events In question. I trust you are agreeable to this. 

I note that you have chosen not to report this matter to the Police. While that Is your decision at this 
point in time. you need to understand that you can report the matter to the Police at any time. I will 
cooperate with the!)1 In their investigation should you decide to report to them. 

Now that the process has begun I trust that you will come to neso4ve some matters which have been. and 
still are. of significant concern to you. 

C," "As the present Bishop of the Diocese I deeply regret the appalling behaviour of Fr McAlinden and hope. 
, - ··lIke yourself. that a just and compaSSionate resolution of these matters may result 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely 

Most Reverend Michael Malone 
BIshop of M.ltlanrI-N8WC4Stle 

+MMled 

I - re McAIInden, Fr 0 (Jun 02) 
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