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Media Statement frorn Blahop MlchHlllalone 

BIshop Michael Malone hat; asked me to pass on the attached llatement to you for your 
Information. This was released to Hun1er media last night · 

Kind regards, 

SIIIphanle Thomaa . 
Communlcatlona OIIiGer 
DIoceu ofllaHland .wGDtle 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Statement from Bishop Michael Malone 

Wedn.id.y 1"" May 2003 

It has come to the attention of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle that Fr James 
Fletcher, a priest of this diocese, hai been charged by Police today (14th May 2003) 
with sexual assault involving a minor. 

In accord with normal procedures, Fr f::Ietcher has been Withdrawn from active 
minIStry. 

I would like to convey my deep sense of concem to the complainant in this matter and 
to his family and friends 8& the case Is dealt with by the criminal Justice system and 
~~. . 

Sexual abute Is a crime and cannot be tolerated. 

The OathoUe Church In 1996 establIShed the process known 88 Towaros Healing 
which sets out the principles that· form the basis of the Church's response to 
complaints of abuse and the procedures to be followed In responding to individual 
complaints. 

PenIons needing infonnatlon or anlstance may contact the Church', Towanis Healing 
procesa. Ph: 1300 369 977. Alternatively, they may wish to report these matt.,.. to the 
PoIk:e or myae/f. . , 

_ _ --'Any--PCJdsh-or--8ChooI--«Jmmunltles-who-WOUld-like--the-opportunity-tcHllscu5a-the1i
r-1 --

I'88ponte II) this specific situation are invited to contact the diocese. their parish priest 
. or pr1nCipal who will set In motion a proc88S through prOf_onal facilitatora. 

trIoR Reverend IrlChaeI Malone 
8IMop o,IIaItiand-Newcade 

For madla enqulriM contact: StephanIe Thomas 041 S 263 901 <ends> 

For more Infonnation mit our website at www.mn.cattiolic;.ora.8u 


