
By LOUISE THROWER

THE state planning depart-
ment has recommended
that a district bioreactor be

allowed to more than double its
waste intake.

In its assessment, the NSW
Department of Planning says
Veolia Environmental Services’
bid to increase waste receipt from
500,000 to 1.13 million tonnes a
year is “in the public interest.”

It states the volume, destined
for the Woodlawn bioreactor near
Tarago, is acceptable from an
environmental perspective, will
help meet Sydney’s waste dispos-
al capacity and is a “critical piece
of infrastructure” to ensure the
city’s landfill security.   

At the same time, the
Department has acknowledged
that caps or limits placed on land-
fills were “ineffective” and should
be scrapped.

“The caps are artificially
restricting landfill capacity and
are being lifted ad hoc because
there is no suitable alternative to
land filling,” the assessment
states.

Sydney was running out of land-
fill capacity and resource recov-
ery initiatives had not developed
as quickly or effectively as
expected.

While the Department is recom-
mending approval with condi-
tions, the Planning Assessment
Commission (PAC) will have the
final say.

The application was referred to
that body because it attracted
more than 25 public submissions.

The PAC will sit at Tarago next
Wednesday, giving all parties a
chance to have their say. 

Chaired by Dr Neil Shepherd
and Joe Woodward, the
Commission will sit from 9.30am
at Tarago Hall. So far four speak-
ers have registered.

Tarago district resident Peter
Mullins has studied the planning
reports.

“In discussing the whole exer-

cise, it’s as though the village of
Tarago doesn’t exist,” he said.

“There is mention of the move-
ment of trucks from the siding
(Crisps Creek) and that’s it. So in
their mind trucks in the village
are not an issue, nor are the
odour and the extra trucks as a
result of Main Road 92. These
things are not addressed.”

The government has received
34 objections from residents,
mainly concerned about odour,
road impact and public safety due
to more trucks on the road.

Councils, including Goulburn
Mulwaree and Palerang have not
objected to the proposal, but
raised the same issues. Both
called for section 94 contribu-

tions to offset the impact.
The waste increase would mean

an additional 10 two-way truck
movements daily between Crisps
Creek and the bioreactor. 

Together with transport of
regional waste via trucks on local
roads, a total 54 two-way truck
movements are predicted each
day, a 145 per cent increase.

The number could be reduced
with the company’s recent
change to quad-axle trailers,
allowing them to carry 51.5
tonnes rather than 45.5 tonnes
per load. Veolia says this will save
5000 return trips annually.
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Waste on the double 

■ The NSW Department of Planning
has recommended approval for an
increase in waste receipt to 1.13
million tonnes annually.

■ The Planning Assessment
Commission (PAC) will make the
final decision. 

■ The PAC is meeting in Tarago next
Wednesday.

At a glance

PULLING POWER: Veolia Environmental Services is proposing that two trains daily convey waste to the Woodlawn bioreactor if an application to boost receipt to 1.13
tonnes annually is approved. Each loco would pull 60 containers. However Tarago locals and surrounding councils are concerned about more trucks on the road.
Photo: Leon Oberg.
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