* Statement of David Michael Matthews

Special Commission of inquiry into matters relating to the Police
Investigation of certain child sexual abuse allegations in the Catholic
Diocese of Maiﬂand-Newcast!e

On " day of May 2013, I say:

Preliminary matters

1. My full name is David Michae) Matthews and | currently hold the rank of inspector in
the New South Wales Police Farce (NSWPF). | am presently attached to the Port -
Stephens Local Area Command. - N

2. This statement is prepared by me for the sole purpose of responding to a summons
issued on 30 April 2013 by the Special Commission of Inquiry (established by way
of letters patent dated 21 November 2012 and varied by letters patent dated 25
January 2013) for me to produce a statement in relation to a number of defined
issues. This statement is produced by me to the Special Commission of Inquiry
pursuant to the said issued summons unwillingly and only on the basis that, without
exception, section 23(2) of the Special Comimissions of Inquiry Act 1983 applies to
restrict the use of this statement and the documents referred to within it, and

attached to it. :
3. Pursuant to section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983 | object to

the information contained within this statement, and the attachments o the
statement, being used in any criminal, civil or oth_er proceedings or inquiries or

investigations of any kind.
Background
4. | was attested as a police officer on 6 May 1988. Since my date of attestation | have

performed general duties within the NSW Palice Force, apart from a short period of
time when | performed plain clothes duties in my early years as a police officer,

5. 1 was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 8 May 2001. Thereafter, | was promoted
to the rank of Inspector on 6 December 2003. '

6. As and from July 2008 when the Local Area Command was formed at Port
Stephens, | have carried out duties as an Inspector within that Command. 1 2010
and specifically from the period of 5 November 2010 to 26'November 2010 |
performed duties as the relieving Commander within the Port Stephens Local Area

Command.

. 7. -~ Annexed hereto and marked with the letter "A" is a document dated 25 November
2010 (the Report). This is a document prepared by Detective Chief Inspector Peter
Fox. | refer to page 6 of the document where handwriting is contained next to the
title referred to as Port Stephens Commander. That handwiting is in the following

terms: -

*The recommendations of Det Ghief lnspéctor FOX are supported. Given
the nature of these allegations these matters appear beyond the scope of
an investigation and could be more appropriately dealt with by a

taskipree. Referrad to regfon."

Signed » g \ %
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| handwrote the comment quoted above and 1 signed off on this document on
25 November 2010. _

To the best of my recoliection the circumstances in which the document came to
my aftention are as follows. | was approached whilst | was in my office by Detective
Chief Inspector Fox who presented me with the Report. | read the contents of the
Report, and after giving consideration to the contents, | then determined that the
appropriate recommendation to be made was that as setf out and as signed off by
me at page 6 of the Report. After | had made my determination, | then spoke to
Detective Chief Inspector Fox in relation to the recommendations that | made. At

the time DCI Fox's office was next door to mine.

I advised DCI Fox of the fact that | had recommended that the matter be referred fo:
Reglon, as it was my belief that that was the more appropriate course of action. |
recall that there was a discussion in relation to the reason why, however at this
point of time, 1 do not recall the full terms of that discussion.

I made the recommendation in the terms that | did, and more specifically that the

‘matter should be referred to Region, because at the time the Port Stephens Local

Area Command, to my mind at least, was severely stretched in terms of the
resources available to it. For example, there were two separate sfrike forces which
were running within the Local Area Command at the time, involving complex
investigations and the need to have defectives from the office attached fo those

- stiike forces. In addition, it was my belief that given what the work requiremerits

were in terms of the detective's office, there were an insufficient number of
detectives that could be allocated to any investigation that may have been
commenced in relation to the matter. My opinion at the time was, based on my

" knowledge of the resourcing issues that existed within the Port Stephens Local - -~

Area Command. It was my opinion that there was no capacify whatsoéver for the
Port Stephens Local Area Command to have taken on such an investigation.

After 1 signed off on the report on 25 November 2010, and after the substantive
Commander at the Local Area Command came back for duly (Superintendent
Charies Haggett) | recall discussing with him the fact that Detective Chief Inspector
Fox had presented the Report to me, and the recommendation that had beenh made
by myself. | can indicate that at this point of time that the recommendation made by
myself was in fact made prior to any discussions having taken place about the
matter with Superintendent Charles Haggett. From my discussions with
Superintendent Haggedtt, and from what he indicated fo me, it was my belief that he
was of the same view that | had formed, that is that the matter could not be properly
investigated by the Port Stephens Local Area Command and should be referred fo

Region for its consideration.

When Superintendent Haggett refumed to duty, and during the course of my
discussions with him, he advised me that he had discussed the issues raised in
Detective Chief Inspector Fox's report presented o me, prior to his having gone on
leave. At the time | recall Superintendent Haggett referring to the fact that in his
opinion the matier would be best investigated elsewhere due to the resourcing
Issues, and also the fact that in his view Detective Chief Inspectar Fox appeared to
be passionate in terms of ensuring that the matters were investigated, and having
regard fo Detecfive Chief inspecior Foxs involvement in prior investigations, he
appeared {o be havibq frouble "letting/g:" with respect io these fypes of

investigations.

Signed




14.  Inaddition to the fact that in my view the taking on of such an investigation by the
Port Stephens Local Area Command was inappropriate because of resourcing
issues, It was also the case that the matter would be best left to be investigated by
another Local Area Command where the offences themselves had allegedly been
committed. The link befween Port Stephens Local Area Command and the subject
matter of the investigation were to my mind not sufficlently connected so as to
require the Port Stephens Local Area Command to take on the investigation.

15. Whilst | was the acting Commander of the Port Stephens Local Area Command,
and thereafter in my usual capacity and duties within the Port Stephens Local Area
Command, | receiv?o information and had no knowledge to suggest that

Detective Chief| ctor Fox was conducting any investigation on his own with
lﬁ%&se matters involving members of the Catholic clergy.

Fespect to chi

Signed
Inspector David Michae! Matthews
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