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Statement.of David Michael Matthews 

Special Commission of Inquiry into matters relating to the Police 
Investigation of certain child sexual abuse allegations in the Catholic 

Diocese of MaitiandwNewcastie 

On day of May,2013, I say: 

Preliminary matterS 

1 ~ My full name is David Michael Matthews and I currently hold the rank of Inspector In 
the New South Wales Police Force (NSWPF). , am presetitly aHached to the Port ' 
Stephens Local Area Command. ' 

2. This statEmlent is prepared by me for the sole purpose of responding to a summons 
issued on 30 April 2013 by the Special Commission of Inquiry (established by way 
of letters patent dated 21 Novem~r 2012 and varied by feHers patent.dated 25 
January 2013) for me to produce a statement In relation to a number of defined 
issues. This statement is produced by me to the Special Commission of Inquiry 
pursuant to the said ISSUed summons unwillingly and only on the basis that" without 
exception, section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983 applies to 
restrict the use of this statement and the documents referred to within ft, and 
attadled to it. 

3. Pursuant to section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983 I object to 
the information contained within .~isstatement, and the attachments .to the 
statement, being used in any criminal. civil or other pro~ings or inquiries or 
investigations of any kind. . 

Background 

4. J was attested as a police officer on 6 May 1988. Since my date of attestation I have 
performed general duties within the NSW ponce Force, apart from a' short period of 
time when , performed plain clothes duties ;n my early years as a police officer. 

5. I was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 8 May 2001. Thereafter, J was promoted 
to the rank of Inspector on 6 December 2003. ' 

6. As and from July 2008 when the Loear Area Command was formed at Port 
stephens, J have carried out duties as an Inspector within that Command. 'In 2010 
and speCifically from the period of 5 November 2010 to 26 ·Novel;llber 2010 I 
performed duties as the relieving Commander within the Port Stephens Local Area 
Command. 

7. . Annexed hereto and marked with the leHer "A" is a document dated 25 November 
2010 (the Report). This is a dooument prepared by Detective Chief Inspector Peter 
Fox. I refer to page 6 of the document where handwriting is contained next to the 
title referred to as Port Stephens Commander. That handwriting is in the foliowing 
terms: 

, , 

"The re~mmend~tions'of Oet Jet Inspector FOX are supported. Given 
the nature of these allegation I these matters appear beyond·the scope of 
an Inv· ation and uJd be more appropriately dealt with by a 
taskfi ree. ReferJi d to regj'on." 

Signed 



8. I handwrote the comment quoted above and I signed off on thIs document on 
25 November 2010. 

9. to the best of my recollection the circumstances In which the document came to 
my attention are as follows. I was approached whilst I was In my office by Detective 
Chief Inspector Fox who presented me with the Report. I read the contents of the 
Report. and after giving consideration to the contents, I then determined that the 
appropriate recommendation to be made· was that as set out and as signed off by 
me at page 6 of the Report. After I had made my determination, , then spoke to 
Detective Chief Inspector Fox in relation to the recommendations that I made. At 
the time DCI Fox's office was next door to mine. 

10. I advised DCI Fox of the fact that I had recommended that the matter be referred to: 
Region. as it was my belief that that was the more appropriate course of action. I 
recaU that there was a discussion· in relation to the reason why. however at this 
point of time, f do not recaU the full terms of that discussion. 

11. I made the recommendation In the terms that I did, and more specifically that the 
. matter should be referred to Region, because at the time the Port Stephens Local 
Area Command, to my mind at least, was severely stretched In terms of the 
resources available to it. For example, there were two separate strike forces whloh 
were running within the Loca! Area Command at the time, fnvoMng complex 
investigations and the need to have detectives from the office attached to those 
strike forces. In addition, it was my belief that given what the work requirements 
were in terms of the detective's office, there were an insufficient number of 
detectives that could be allocated to any Investigation that may have been 
commenced in relation to the matter. My opinion at the time was, based on my 
knoWledge of the resourclng issues that existed wlthinthe Port Stephens Local 
Area Command. It was my opinion that there was no capacHy whatsoever for the 
Port Stephens Local Area Command to have taken on such an investigation. 

12. After I signed off on the report on 25 November 2010. and after the substantiv~ 
Commander at the Local Area Command came back for duty (Superintendent 
Chanes Haggett) I recall discussing with him the fact that Detective Chief Inspector 
Fox had presented the Report to me, and the recommendation that had been made 
by myself. I can indicate that at this point of time that the recommendation made by 
myself was in fact made prior to any discussions having taken place about the 
matter with SuPerintendent Charles Haggett. From my discussions with 
Superintendent Haggett, and from what he Indicated to me, it was my belief that he 
was of the same view that I had formed, that Is that the matter could not be properly 
investigated by the Port Stephens local Area Command and should be referred to 
Region for its consideration. . 

13. When SuperintendenfHaggett returned to duty. and during the course of my 
discussions with him, he advised me that he had discussed the issues raised in 
Detective Chief Inspector Fox's report presented to me, prior to his having gone on 
leave. At the time I recall Superintendent Haggett referring to the fact that in his 
opinion the matter would be best investigated elsewhere due to the resourcing 
Issues, and also the fact that In his view Detective Chief Inspector Fox .appeared to 
be paSSionate In terms ·of ensuring that the matters were Investigated, and having 
regard to Detective Chief Inspector Fo~ involvement in prior investigations, he 
appeared to be h~q trouble "lettinp1lo" with respect to these types of 
Investigations. . 

Signed 

2 

/ ·.J,;l..Or3 



.• '\ 

14. In addition to the fact that in my view the taking on of such an Investigation by the 
Port Stephens Local Area Command was Inappropriate because of resoufcing 
issues. It was also the case "that the matter would be best left to be Investigated by 
another Local Area Command where 1I1e offences themselves had allegedly been 
committed. The link between Port Stephens local Area Command and the subject 
matter of the Investigation were to my mind not sufficiently connected so as to 
require the Port Stephens Local Area Command to take on the Investigation. 

15. Whilst I was the acting Commander of the Port Stephens LoCal Area Command, 
and thereafter In my usual capacity and duties within the Port Stephens Local Area 
Command, I recewedfio information and had no knowledge to suggest that 
Detective Chief ~~ctor Fox was conducting any Investigation on his own with 
~ to chif$VJ=lbuse matters Involving members of the Catholic cI~rgy. 

Signed 

Inspector David" Mlchael"MatthewS 

i/sjzO/3 . 
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The ~r~ bytJJfi 'goOd.priest' lediO a Rrielotc1ashesbctwean him &11d _or derBY mcJudh)gSlJ;bop MALONB. 'l1!k priest ~ comiderabJe Sb:eIII ftnm his1ma.tmetlt ami WlJmowd to ¥aq. He bas _ ekdtd to leave file pde8dJood am! mum to auotIJerprofilssJon. I J2l'VO rmvdncd ill comact With both 1h= iadMduatt wIlo aro hJgbly a:it1oa1 ottIto siJenoe within the cbumIt coucerninlP d!lId remaf aWa 
,0 

I wuawam tbat~I.eo CLAltKaad.Ptio8t~ COT1BR.ltad boca inf«violwfd by}KJ~ some yerag prior ~ aJJosed ~ ofvmc.wltYAN', IctM1ies. SttftidtWtMdeacttexiBt.ed aaaiMtCOrmabut ftwaa decided. in p:ocoed punily on t&ts basis oi1dc age8bd.hbakh. r 
"' io \ . " tmdcr&faad dtat die evkleuce was not iat ~ 
- • # 

(j) 

t.- . 

Redacted at Commissioner's direction 

, 1 W/ll,bcIcombIJ cIiJturbecIby tho JUJJberof'~in the reaIOn aU.escd to 11M been in\toIYed f.q ~ afmllDg diilcJnm.l1Ieywadia.~~ and sMni oaoaaothersupport.1liJ MIl oompouudod &y ~clqyJater.ftsiDs fD~1IlII ~~tJuirbowlecJgeor . cdmtI and ~":PJOpal'ecJ.UJ l.{)eIJkout, All ofibiJcauecJmo~ ooncem. 
l~.,.at'lhil~,in.aumberof'C()J$~'BopWfbr~tb S~ "QfmeQaumaad, I aIaohwAderl~~ ~~tbatapaodophile_pouibl1cdstecl ill a.MaitfandNewc:ullo~and IhouJd be~ Ih9acJiW«bcoa COJ2taoted i'nNrespeot4-1o ftl.YftII)C)1't.I. 81acotl¥JttiluMaldIladNewcaltlePrleltl\ NP3 t'om~ P ':~. Nv ·faavo~bM~.nthcJlU4_~l~thatothcn ma¥aJsroboUDdei~ 

In 2(0)-4 I also 1brwanJed a aedeI oflepDrtaaAd eomptah1tJta AnnBARWICIC of the NSW O~·.OSbwhlcJlooadalOted 8Jl~ llavo bocD. told t&cir rquHt was critfoal otthe . chr&tah but the findinta ClMmOt bCi made,pubSio. N~ thiI p1OCC8II fittaDy saw F'I.S'l'Ctf.BR mod down by the cbutdtaud ~ fi'om acccningsthoolt.· ' 
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PGMMlNf: 
Badktt ~ J'oaaaeMoC.All'.l'HY otthoNowoutlcHorild CODladtd me. Sbcindicatcd a. wmnan; 

Pi) 'had ~ 1a her ~naotbtbJs ~1IS8Uftcd fa tile l~'J byC#dtoJlc 
.PriestDeldl.McAUNDBN.: I¥' 'alfeaedlyflad ~ofltmmberofotherwmneo who 
had.boea~~fnoludiusMaAUNDBN'1 

Altfl.oughIW~met widl! .f\~ . I had come acrOJtbetnam& ia.2003.-4-whe!n 
~FI..BtCHBa.. !wutoid k<. -_~·to $jJOIkto p~ul1erbowledge 
~ amamberot.&is'(i ranldds clelB1in ;'~1IPe bo\vJ:l~ pdera. Slut Jt.ated novae 
thc:odJpoJiooolicer,w,Wouklspeakdl ... JwI~ap01ulto~ "'~hSo priests 
atld t&eIr &m!fies with whom I Iutvodceltwith. I ~ fO~.: '. 0') 

~edactedatCommissioner'sdirection .. ·. 
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~edacted at Commissioner's direction 

Redacted at Commissioner's direction 

J)OOClmeail~~of:r' ~ andtho~or; k-t'"---COIlfinnwithauta 

-----

do&Jbtn.t;~.DJIhopLect'~a~~~~HcknCWotthb ' IOriouI DatorClaf'the IlJDio. & also kaew1bat'9iDtimll1lad COb1p1lhdoftieit tQffexlngto Wti()UJ ~ " UIldtI."fJia dircat ~ WboaDetcolivo1OY aDd IJ!Ibd. ' 

~ Ili/llgsdvll:rtlRt qf~JihD.JNlJllN_1DId#s tIIaI8lie1lit1anwrhl tI#IrrJTz #CIWIW Cd" at IemJ -DIIktr a1IIiplI1A'JllilI#lla1illJlcflll#.o!t#d8prie1t. Do J'f)#1IaVt! ltIV' ~ oftltatrt . He~ 'WA YtJItWDlUdhrlw:.'/I)~MALONEa1JDIrJtItat.· . 

CJeady he-toI4 ttl a b1ItarIt 110 ~CiOD.OOaIocI tho IWMI ofvicdms Jcnown to·" daudt. By doing 10 he . CJO.DOOaIed criJnos that MaAUND!N eommfUod aa4.hit admfasioaa ofabuse. WOdOd II dao Ihctibat a:.AB.lCkaow~WJftdt at Jarso and haclretun20d toAuattalia. tb6 poumdId to COiltlnuc ~lia crimet. 

J:lddn& FIJI aerrioo I lave had to fI1)DIk1O hundreda of'vJcdms otttmal auauJt. All of'theGl are dIBttufJfDB, Scxurt usauI1s of'~ In 'Cbomaat abhomnt audlbuso ofd!.llclreD. by tho clergy is ~dlcwostlt. To ocmceaJ IUCi1 a odmo. akht to C:ondonins4m beba\lJour.ldo DOt bo1kw6s:uoh . ccnulnct au ever. or Bhould ever b& iblBW= bythc kw. 
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I lJdic.ve:~k mflidlat ~to CO.Dductaibll_~~CUliDtotMcanduClt of tho MiidtrndNewoaatJoDiocce otdlo,Catbc& t1mrDh. Tht:Ireiamomthan eDOBJhevid'CGpOu. put . boftwtho-~a-.t""'section3~6'(J(thrJ~NA.f()~.~,rlcJor&vbased , 'OJt~ alRt8cfyclte6. btl'Obf!ly~UJatfi1ttber~w.iB onlydallClO l&JCha.btiotaad ' podly cIiscbo Clfflerafth-i* aa4 'oroflendm. 

'PtE RWaIIed _in the 1990·,.1Iso told Cbo church othf1tabuso butDOlftfcg was ~ • 
*1141he polSce WDnot told wd abo dcoitI.td to do 10 llC'l'IO!! Wt I Atr ~ in 2001 aftet J'6II1'i ot~lDd~tntatmonfRlUltiDsftQrnller". HerJJuJbltuJ trpobCO __ year lid is moro daaD.~ to .. widi." poIiooinquky as thofitlJum of c:btuoh to Mt has ~ ~on1bDJi'WIII o£Nseoth'oJildy.1hodamltBc do,ubylUClb.ue18lf ~ .. enontlOtII. ThD~of'tiIM tbould 1IO¥Ctpnte:ludc tboNow South WaleIPobtrox=:&om ~ thou 6mUios aadlu:itJBp'eraont; 'lOjuIdco tot Ach c:.dmeI. n"'W6 fidlto~awi pwecuto lIUCl1~thopoterdialfiJtJtto~~~ , ' 

~mote than a~ of'~tingJlltllDblD otthcMaitJaud Nov.aatlc dqJ IfIa.ve built up an excdfont.~buo. IatsolraYO an ~DOt:woJtafoonfaotJ wldUaand outtfdo1he: chumh. I haw. buUtup aRpdaticm and tnUtllmODiviofims awl1heir ~ III~ by; A""S approad1 CO ,.,.with mo. lbaw J!)Obn to SisblrPaufl1tBOOR.OVB wJao baJ aIao ~"~tospt:akwfthmo_ptoV1doa statomeIItofberbowft4ae.1 remain objClCltfvebut~ to ass&twJthanyinqulty orh1v~ 
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In view oftha DUmber of'prieatnhargod overtbe,. &Qcle wifhhl thcMakland Newoatlo Dlooese I .am.~~bas£tU1tofU~ora'WkfbteetcundortBkoaMl~ r Iu&mittod IImifu ~m2004 oalyto BO.~08aM ofalJtJec1idoecl.&rce that &nc. My Gtm ~ ooupled wlth noent ~ strongly ibdicatcs tIud pacdoplUlia byUlbc1r.rgy is wideJp.mad in the !fum« aacl ia baiui coucea!ed by crperi~ and MDt tIt8ft\\fthin tbe cUoo=. Without Uuerv~thCsoai_ are'1Jk.ely1O~ 

1st order to ,P1'OleCt 'l'ictiIu .. put .. stop to those ~ t:rimes I ~asl:: fltat thiI Rtqaxest be glven&wuta&1o ~ " 

Signed 


