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WESTERN AUSTRALJIA
OATHS, AFFIIDAVIITS AND STATUTORY DECLARATIIONS ACT 2005

STATUTORY DECLARATEON

L ' JustinJoseph Bianchini
Bishop of Geraldton
sincerély declaré mregar'd.tb;.-s

pecial Commission of lnqulry into:matters: relatmg to thie Police’ Investxgatlon of
certam child sexwal.abuise: allegatmnsm the Catholic. Dlocese ;of Maitland -
Newcastle (“Inquiry”j:

As follows:-

I nevek had &y ‘communication oridiscussion with: either Bishiop Frantis Thomas.orBishop:.
Willlam Foley ini refation to Fr Denis:McAlinden or any-mattersor letters: connected With'

him;-

2a. MrBoh F{agomenuwas the West Austraiian Manager of Cathoirc Chiurch Insurance; From.
:with Bob:was in refation-fo insurance, If r'McAlinden had
offended elsewhers, jtcolild:bethathe. may have offéhded wihille in our Diocese. Noting:his:
name formally in:zletterwould, s | reimember; make. posslble a.¢laimion, Cathoiic Church
insurance:money if compensation wasrequested by:someone in‘the future. it was only:

because 6f this: possmle eventiiality that'| widie.that, letter,

b. | had no discussions with:Churchsofficials:from the:Maitland Diocese in relation to sexual
‘abuse:chidrges:against FeMcAlinden while Fie'was in the Witkhai Parish, It was common.
kriowietige biecaise iievs of the:chiarge was published in:the WestAustralial newspaper:

t. |hadno dlscussxons with:any Church officials of the:Maitland'Diocese: with respectto:any
other complaints ‘agalnst £ McAIinden i reiatlon 10: sexuat ahuse My recollectcon where |

€ To the bestof) my: recollaction | have:naver Had: any ‘discussion-with: Bishop:Pétey Quinin. in
relatlon to cnmmal proceedmgs of allegatlons of child sexual abusein-1092.

f; | hadno: knowledge of Fr McAImden bemg "recailed” in February 19937and never: dlscussed'
this-with Bishop. Clarke
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& Any of my'knowledge of FrMcAlinden’s Whéreabialits. (my knowlddge was of him being irt:
WA and I believe dvlng in Perth) was from Archblshop Hickey: i had.no discussions-witii any:
* Church official-from the-Maitland Diocese or offices:of the NSW:or WA Police in relation to-
his wheraabpitsi. -

3 l¢anonly: repeat my letter to the:Catholic:Chuich:Insurarice was just. a precautionary oné, By’
writing to:Gatholic Churéh Insuravice; if any further case agamst Fr MicAlinden: emerged nthe _
Geraldton Diocese and required: compensation, there could be:a clalm-on;Catholic Church
nsurances. o :

This.déclaration i§ trig:and | know thatitis an:offence to make & déclaration knowing thatit
is false in a:material partictilary

_ Tﬁisfd'é@?]éfaﬁm is nade.dnder the Oathis; Affidavits and Stafufory. Declatations Act 2005 -

At Diocese. of Geraldton: Chancery,

{place} e L | ‘

{date}

in the-presence of -

Siéned

{Sigriature of autfiorised witness},

Sianed 3 ‘ | | ' ’

A{Sag »at’ur¢ fof pefsonmaking, 1he declaratlon}
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