
I William James Callínan of ,

sincerely declare that-

1.

2.

I am cunenlly the principal of Rosary Park Catholic Primary School at Branxton,

ln the periods including June 2002 and May 2003 I was the principal of þoth St Brigid's Catholic Pdmary

School at Branxton and St Maryls Catholic lnfants Schopl at Greta.

On 20 March 2013 I attended an interview with Counsel Assísting the Special Commíssioner, MrWan¡¿ick

Hunt, at the Justice Access Centre, SUite 2, Level 1, 84 Nelson Street Wallsend (1he Wallsend lnterview"),

At that interview lwas questíoned about events conceming Falher James Fletcher ("Fletcher") and my

involvement in decisions màde by the Catholic DioceSe of Maitland-Newcastle to not stand Fletcher down as

Parish Priest at Branxton and to not exclude him from acoess to St Brigíd's Catholíc Frimary School when

allegations arose in or about June 2002 about possible child sex offences involving him.

At the Wallsend,lntervíew I was asked aboutthe circumstances in which I received a copy of the pastoraf

letter dated 16 May 2003 and sent by Bishop Mìchael Malone to all parishioners of the Díocese of Maitland-

Newcastle ("the Pastoräl Lêtter:). ln nì)l response to thatquestioning I indicated that I fínst saw the Pastoral

Letter when I attended a Cathqlic'Church serviæ pn Sqnday,ls May 2003 a! which service the letter was

distibuted to lþe.parishioners in aftendance, At the time that l was asked the question I was reflectíng on

events that had occured almost ten yearc eärlier.

ln my response to that question I said fte wordç ft ge¡ ¡e church and I was'taken aback by it. I think I left

church. I dídnT.eyen stay at church. I'thøn got hold of.ít; screwed 'tt 
upi and just swore a fair bìt. I just went

home-\ M¡r response:in thoselermq vras.basgd on üre fact úrat I attend church almost every Sunday and I

had a recollectiohlhatthe Pastoral,Letter häd béèn circtilated at all church ærvices conducted in the

Diocese of Maitland-Newcastlê on the particuiar,sunday as I had been required to send a copy of that letter,

under coverof a letterfrom me as'Prinçip?1, to all,of the parents of St Brigldls Catholic Pñmary Schoolon

the next day. However my recolfection of scæwing up the letter and swearing remain undiminished,

Followíng the Wailsend lnteruiew I had a dÎscqssion with my wife, Julíe 0allinan, who was also present with

me providing me suþþrt during'thát íntervieú¡ in woids to the followíng effect:

Julie: 'Youweremistakgnwhen.youtoldWarwickHuntthatyousawff¡e letterwhenyouwereat

church on the Sunday. ! have g very clear recollection oi that day. I went to church at Larç

'and you didn't as you were at'soccer with Joshua, I brought the leitter home from clturch and

you did not sea it until laterthat aftemoon when you came home from soc;cef .

William: "Well, you could be ríght aboutthaf .
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On reflection the response that I gave at the Wallsend ln(erview set out in paragraph 5 above confirmsthat

my memory on that issue was not completely cleâr at the tinie that the question was put to me. The

response 'l think I left church. I didn't even stay at church" shows that my memory on that issue, whílst not

imperfect, is consistent with the fact that I may not actually have been at:church at all on ttrat particular

Sunday.

My evidenõe on 30 July 2013 althe public hearings before the Speçial Commissioner in Newcastle as to the

ciroumstances in which I first became aware of lhe Pastoral Letter is set oul in the transcdpt at T2013,14 to

2013.41,

Es.sentially the disparity in the evídence given by me at the Wallsend lnterview and the public hearing on 30

July 2013 as to the circumstances in which I lirst became aware of the Pastoral Letter can be explained by

the following facts:

a. at the time of the Wallsend lnterview f was beÍng askéd to rather quickly reflect upon a single event

that had occurred almost ten years earlier and he evidence that I gq_ve Was what I thought to be

true doing the best I could at the time to recall hat particular event;

b, when I gave evidence on 30 July 2013 befofe the Speciaf Commissionqr at the public hearing my

testimony on that day was informed by the discussionsthat I had wilh mywife following the

Wallsend lntervie¡¡ as set oul in paragraph 6 abôve;

c. over the years of our maniage my wife þas prcven to be a more reliable histodan than me when it

comes to matters thàt have not greatly exercised my rnind; and

,d. when giving evidence'on 30 July 2013 I was content to adqp! whqt my wÍfe had informed me as a

more relíable re,collection of how the Pastoral Letter came to my attention rather than potentiaf ly

give false evidence that I had received the Pastoral Letter at the church service at largs on 18 May

2003 when in all likelihood I was not at that particulaf qhurch serviç.

(/
And I make this solemn declaration conæientiously believing the same lq beiruq, and by vÍrtue of the provis'rons

ofthe Oafhs'Act 1900.

,Made and subscdbed at Maitland in

New South Wales on 23 November 2013

in the presence of :

Signed

Michael

Solicitor

Raymond Nolan

Maitland

.Willia,m Jamss Callinan

Signed
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Mr Mike Nolan
Nolan Commercial
Levef 1, 245 High Street
MÆTI-AND NSW 2320

By email

Dear Mr Nolan

Special Commission of Inquiry into matters relating to the Police
investigation of ceÉain child seXual :abuse allegations in, thé Catholic
Diocese oÍ Maitland-Newcastle (*InquÍry') - ,Request fôr Statutory
Declaration

I refer to the above matter and your telèphone dlscussions with l4s Jesslca Wardfe, of my
Office, on 21 and 22 November 2013.

I now enclose a redacted,tanscript of the,lnteMew of Mr William,Calllnan dated 20 March
2013, Please note that this .tr¡nscript should bè:ffeãted as confrdential antl not disseminated
beyond your client and hls Negal represeñtaüves¡

Æ foreshadowed by Ms Wardle, the ,Gom-mlssloner ryguld be asslsted by a statutory
declaration frqm Mr Callfnan gddressing :the 

igque of the. plrcumstances in which he first
bqcame aw€re of the pastoral letter frpm ,Blshop Malone regardlng 'Fathef ,Fletcher dated 16
Mg)4,2003- CìPastp¡:at Le,$ê/). The statu_tory- Ced¿ntlgn frpm:Mr'Ca[¡¡4q¡ mlght accordingly
address the following:

' 1. The apparent inconslstency betwe to rM

and Ms Wardie on 20 March 2013 trans
and the evldence he gave before th -lüftr
20L3.411, rega rdlnp this lssue;

2, The basis upon which the two accounB relating to your clienfs' awareness of the
Pastoral.Letter havr.been provided and what ls said.'to be'the @rr€ct one; and

3; Any further matters that he conslders are of relevance to the C¡mmlssloner
regarding this is9qe.

If you wlsh to discuss these matters, please contåct Ms Emma Sullivan on (02) 9224 5029
or Ms Jessica Wardle on (02) 9224 5052.

Yorrr Ref:
My Ref: 201203450

T12 Emma Suilivan
Tel: (02) e224-s029
Fax: (02) 8224,53s5

Emaíl : cmwnsol@agd.nsw.gov.au

1l

CROWN SOLICITOR'S OFFICE aBN 50 132 oos s4¿ 60-70 Elizabeth Stretíl Syctney NSW 2000 GPO Box 25 Sydney 2001 DX 19 Sydncy

Telephone 0292?-4 500O Fax 029224 5011 Email çrownsol@agd.nsw.gov-.au www.cso.nsw.gov.¿u

2012034s0 D2013/s31043



Crouin Soticitor'S Offíce NEW sorJTH wAtrs

Youts falthfull¡r

Signed
<-"<mma Sullivan

.Specia[Counsel
for Clown Solicitor

Encl.

20 L203450 D20 1 3/53 1043



SPECIAL COI,IIIISSION OF INQUIRY

INTO IIATTERS RELATING TO THE POLICE INVESTIGATION OF

CERTAIN CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS IN THE CATHOLIC

DIOCESE OF I'IAITLAND.NEWCASTLE

\)

Pri vate Heari ng of Wi t'l i am James Cal I i nan

At Justìce Access Centre
Suite 2, Level 1, 84 Nelson Street,

Wal I send, New South Wal es

0n Wednesday, 20 March 2013 at 2.22pm

INTERVIEW

Counsel Assì sti ng:

Al so present:

Mr Warwick Hunt

Ms Jessìca Wardle
Mrs Jul i e Leanne Cal l'inan
Mr [,li I I i am Potter, Barri ster
Mr Michael Nolan, Solìcitor
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<WILLIAI'I JAHES CALLINAN :

<EXAI'IINATION BY MR HUNT:

MR HUNT: This is a prìvate confìdent'ial interview between
William James Calljnan - generaììy known as !.ljll Callìnan
and Warwì ck Hunt, counsel assi sti ng, i n the presence of
Jessica Wardle of the Crown Solicitor's 0ffice. Will ìs
accompanìed by his wife and by hìs solicitor and barrister.

The purpose of thi s ì ntervi ew i s to confì rm or expl ore
materì al that Mr Cal I i nan woul d be abl e to gì ve under oath
or affirmation, ìn either a wrìtten or an oral form, if it
woul d f urther ass'ist the Speci al Commi ssi oner.

We have had - the si x peopl e f've j ust named - some
informal discuss'ions to inform Mr Callinan and those who
support him about the purpose of today's jnterview and
where thìs 'interv'iew fits w'ithin the wider more formal
ìnvestigatìve structures of the specìal commission.

Mr Ca1linan has asked for permiss'ion to refer to some
typewritten notes that assist his memory in relation to
matters and there's certaìnly no d'iffjculty with that. The
other thing, Mr Callìnan, that I hope I stressed outsjde is
that 'if at any ti me, f i rst of al I , you don't understand
what I 'm ask'ing , that you '1 I cl arì fy i t .

If I put any facts i n a questi on for you to agree wi th
that I have got from somewhere el se and I haven't got the
compl ete facts or you don't agree wi th the way that I'm
saying that, that will simply be just a shortcut mechanism:
if I'm doing that you'ìl tell me. If you want a break at
any stage for a breather, or whatever, you'll let me know
as well.

MR CALLINAN: Thank you.

12.22pmf

I
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t,.. .r
MR CALLINAN:

pastoral letter came out I did approach Mjck Bowman.
t^le had a pri nci pal ' s meeti ng at Lochi nvar one afternoon.
I wasn't real'ly sure how to approach him ìn case,
I suppose, I had somewhere 'in there that I 'd got i t wrong,
but I knew in my own heart I hadn't, and I asked him had he
ever had a phone caìì about the letter, the conversation
about whether Father Fletcher should have continued in the

.20l3l 13 7 W J CALLINAN (Mr Hunt)
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school or not, and he sai d to me, flo, he di dn't get a phone
call.

r
MR CALLINAN: I was very di sappoi nted. We got to church
that Sunday

MR NOLAN: Do you want to have a break for a while, Will?

MR HUNT: It 'is al'l right to get upset, Wjll . This stuff
ì s upsett'ing. Tel I us 'if you actua'l ly want a break. If
you want to have a bit of a cry and then go on, it's all
rì ght .

MR CALLINAN: No, it's alì right. I got to church and I
was taken aback by it. I think I left church. I didn't
even stay at church. I then got hol d of i t, screwed i t up
and just swore a fa'ir bit. I just went home.

MR HUNT: Do you have a copy of that pastora'l letter
anywhere?

l4R CALLINAN: No, 'it wasn't a pri orì ty.

I
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