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in October 1996, the then Archhishop of Melbourne Cardinal George Pell introduced
a set of procedures which has come to be known as the Melbourne Response. Other
than providing a response o a request from Corrs Chambers Westgarth (dated 22
August 1996) for comments on an early draft document, | had no involvement in the
design of these procedures nor in their implementation. Full details of the Mefbourne
Response are publicly available on the website of the Archdiocese of Melbourne

WWW.Cam.org.au.

In 1997 the BCPS was given a new charter and known as the National Committee for
Professional Standards (NCP3).

As well as Towards Healing the ACBC has adopted two other documents relating to
professional standards: infegrity in Ministry and Integrity in the Service of the Church.
These are also publicly available.

Professor Patrick Parkinson was engaged by the NCPS to undertake two reviews of
Towards Healing in 2000 and 2009.

In April 2005, Barry Mahoney QC undertook a review and provided a report on the
operation of the National Committee for Professional Standards.

Further details on the history and revisions of both the Melbourne Response and

- Towards Healing are set out in the 2012 submission of the Catholic Church in Victoria

to the Pariamentary Inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by Religious and other
Non-Government Organisations. This submission contains details of developments in |
overseas jurisdictions and appendix 5 shows a time line of developments paraileling
secular and Catholic Church responses 1961 - 2012. |

It is publicly available on the website www.facingthefruth.org.au.

“Father Lucas’ role in the Special issues Resources Group, including what this

entailed, and the period of his service in this role”;

My 'role as a member of the Special Issues Resource Group for the Province of
Sydney (SIRG) was as set out in the 1992 Protocol. From time to time | undertook the
following: '

) prdviding assistance and advice to church authorities in dealing with
allegations against church personnel;
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1 have |ocated a diary note in: Jung 1995 “ng Hart McAhnden" but } do not now recall

 the context of any such phone call.
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parrewiy defined as posrilble., HWhat we muel gveid ig well-
weahitty but luenperichced Ludividuals grpiug to be helpful.
Phe war Sn which the story iz hendied will depend on the

type of programme: news, Light current effeive {e.p. Hinch,

2 Cuprent Affeir, 7.30 Repertl on mome in depthk Drogragies

(60 Minutes, Four Corneve). FThere should be perticeler
shtention given Co providisy informstion for the prink
wedctia, especizlily in Lol prase.

cousideration should zise be given to proviéing information
to the Cathoiic press so thet Catholics do not feel that the
only information they sve given comes fvon the geculay
press. They wey have wore confidemee in the Chureh in the
iong terw if there is a splritc of honesty and openpess. This
w31l depend on the extent to which there is widespresad
publicity.

gome &F the approaches which the Chuxeh could take are &g

- follows: it iz essy to meke sllegations, the Church has to

be sure that the sllegation is geyious befove it camn aed
otheruise it Goes not do justice te the alleged offendery &s
soon @s the complaint was made the Church acted decisively
to prevent awny possible further offenrcesy the priscet
requiren help which will be provided; the Church is _
concerned. asbout the victims snd has fachlitles to help thew:
there is no place in the priesthdod for such offendexs:
everything possible is being done to identify offendevs fu
the selection and training but the nature of the offence ig
such thet detéecticon iz mot easy; :

4, Some other comments

The hichep/svperior must resist the Baturel ﬁncliméticn e
teke mider with the zlleged offender.

The bishop/superior hes responsibilities not omly to the
alleged offender but alse the victims., families, the

community and other priests. He must be and be geen to De

acting in the beet interests of all relevant parties.

It is 3ikely thet there will be & number of these cases in
the mext few months. ¥e should learn from experience,

T recommend that there be a national cemmittee established
forthwith by the Australian Catholic Bishops®' Conference and
the Major Superiors which will monitor cases and he 2
resource for individuasl bishope. All complaints should be
brought to its attention so thet there is a comsistency of
approach. -

3 more thorough study of these isgues should be prepared and
made availshle to all bishops and mpajor superiors. .
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